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Our mission is to provide a voice 
for rural communities and services

• Representing the case for a better deal for 
rural service provision

• Exchanging useful and relevant information

• Developing and sharing best practice
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How wide is our network?
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• My Council – individual page for each council with range of statistical 
information

• Rural News Stories

• Rural Research and Commentary

• Observatory – wide range of rural statistical analysis to help decision making 
and influence policy decisions

• Performance Analysis – benchmarking of rural authorities with similar 
authorities

• Networking – online e-forums for local authority officers to share best practice 
/ ideas and information

• Economic Profiling Service – An analysis of key statistics to provide a picture of 
the rural economy

• All Party Parliamentary Group on Rural issues

• UK Policy and Practitioners Group

…..and of course the Fairer Funding Campaign!

Our work includes…
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Welcome to the Finance Seminar
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Responding to Consultation on Local 
Government Finance Settlement

• Urge all rural local authorities to respond 
individually

• Need positive answers to the question about 
agreeing with rural areas funding to counteract 
urban authorities who may disagree with this

• RSN will provide local authorities with suggested 
response

• RSN also responding on behalf of rural 
authorities:
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Principles of response

• In its 2012 formula review the Government acknowledged that it costs more 
to deliver services in rural areas

• It made clear its intention to do something about the issue and made changes 
to the Relative Needs Formulae of several services for the 13/14 settlement

• In practice, the vast majority of the gains due were lost because of damping 
and other changes

• By incorporating ESSSA into the formula for 2014/15 and 2015/16 as proposed 
in the Provisional settlement the Government has found the means and the 
willingness to direct additional funding to rural areas outside the machinations 
of damping. However, the amount at just £9.5M is woefully inadequate   

• We  therefore call on the Government to honour its commitment to all rural 
authorities and let them receive in cash terms the extra funding its own 
formulae say they should receive and of which they have been starved for  the 
past decade, and more 
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