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The problem with UK Rural Broadband policy is 

that we don’t agree on the ‘rural’.

Economic definitions will tend towards 2 rural 

zones, those attached to cities and those not.

Separates out agriculture rather than weaving it 

into sustainability discussions.

Ignores the significant social benefits of ICT 

connections and value of communities.
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Table 2. Categorisation of sectors by rural economic performance - Frontier Economics 2014:16



Frontier Economics 2014:11
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improvements to local infrastructure can deliver 

agglomeration benefits to both rural and urban areas: 

rural benefits by having greater access to urban 

markets, but urban also benefits by having greater 

economic mass (Frontier Economics 2014:21). 

- Dense labour markets

- Lower transaction costs

- Scope for knowledge 

spillover
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By the end of 2015, access to 

standard broadband will be 

available to anyone unable to 

get a service of at least 2Mbps. 

This will be made available through 

the option of satellite broadband, 



As cities are increasingly demonstrating, 

talent attracts capital more effectively than 

capital attracts talent. People want to live in 

communities that offer healthy and family-

friendly lifestyles: not only good schools and 

safe streets but also clean air, beautiful parks, 

and extensive mass transit systems. And 

where people want to live, businesses want to 

invest (Bloomberg 2015:120)
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