RURAL FUNDING DIGEST
June 2019
A monthly bulletin facilitated by your membership of the Rural Services Network
highlighting a selection of current funding opportunities

Gigabit Broadband Voucher Scheme – Department for Digital, Culture,
Media & Sport
Full fibre broadband connections offer the fastest and most reliable speeds available
and, as part of the government commitment to a vision of a full fibre Britain, in March
2018 they announced the £67m Gigabit Broadband Voucher Scheme.
Gigabit vouchers can be used by small businesses and the local communities
surrounding them to contribute to the installation cost of a gigabit-capable connection.
Businesses can claim up to £2,500 against the cost of connection either individually or
as part of a group project. Residents can benefit from the scheme with a voucher worth
£500 as part of a group project.
From May 2019, premises in the harder-to-reach places in the UK may be eligible for
additional funding.
As part of the Government’s Rural Gigabit Connectivity programme business and
residents in some of the hardest-to-reach places in the UK are eligible for additional
funding towards the cost of installing gigabit-capable broadband to their premises
when part of a group project.
Rural premises with broadband speeds of less than 30Mbps can use vouchers worth
up to £3,500 for each small and medium-sized businesses (SMEs), and up to £1,500
per residential premise. to support the cost of installing new gigabit-capable
connections. This is subject to the eligibility rules.
https://gigabitvoucher.culture.gov.uk/

High Street Heritage Action Zones – Historic England
In May 2019, Historic England launched a new £44 million fund which will allow them
to work with partners to find new ways to champion and revive historic high streets
through the High Streets Heritage Action Zones scheme.
Local authorities can apply to the scheme, which will give councils, businesses and
community groups access to expert advice and investment to bring historic buildings
back into use and support historic high streets to adapt to the challenges they face.
This aims to provide a four-year programme of physical improvements, community
engagement and cultural activities to regenerate England’s struggling historic high
streets and town centres around the country.
The deadline for expressions of interest is 12 July 2019.
https://historicengland.org.uk/services-skills/heritage-action-zones/regeneratinghistoric-high-streets/

Transforming Places through Heritage Grants – Architectural Heritage
Fund
Launching in late June 2019, a new £15 million fund will help support
organisations contribute to the regeneration and reimagining of England’s
high streets and town centres through the reuse of historic buildi ngs. The
Transforming Places Through Heritage programme is part of a wider
initiative to revive heritage high streets in England, alongside Historic
England’s Heritage Action Zones. Together, these programmes support the

Future High Streets Fund, administered by the Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local Government.
The programme will aim to support projects that will contribute to the
transformation of high streets and town centres in England into thriving
places, strengthening local communities and e ncouraging local economies
to prosper.
The programme is for individual heritage buildings in, or transferring to,
community ownership. It will provide funding and expert help to charities
and social enterprises developing projects with the potential to br ing new
life to high streets by creating alternative uses for redundant or underused
historic buildings in town centres.
The programme will focus on places where strategic regeneration
programmes are planned or are already underway – primarily at projects
within Heritage Action Zones or town/city centre Conservation Areas in
places that have secured funding through the Future High Streets Fund.
Historic building projects located within other area-based regeneration
programmes, such as Townscape Heritage are as or where an applicant can
demonstrate a significant community-led strategic approach is in place, will
also be considered.
http://ahfund.org.uk/england

Neighbourhood Planning Grant Funding – Locality
You can apply for three types of grant funding if you are preparing a Neighbourhood
Plan:
 Basic Grant Funding: All groups undertaking a neighbourhood plan are eligible
to apply for up to £9,000 in basic grant. As well as applying for a basic grant,
you can also apply for technical support (provided you meet the eligibility
criteria) to help you with your neighbourhood plan.
 Additional Grant Funding: Groups meeting the eligibility criteria are able to
apply for additional grant of up to £8,000 (in addition to the basic grant). This
will take the total amount of grant available to you to £17,000.
 Affordable Housing for Sale Grant Funding: This is a new element to the
programme and it is running as a pilot scheme and is available during 2019-20
in the first instance. If you are wishing to bring forward affordable housing for
sale you may be eligible for further grant funding of up to £10,000 to help
develop these ideas.
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/about/grant-funding/#affordablehousing

Resource Action Fund
The Resource Action Fund is an £18million fund, provided by Defra to support resource
efficiency projects, with the goal of diverting, reducing, and better managing, waste.
Grants will support key policy outcomes in the areas of food, plastics, textiles,
recycling infrastructure and litter.
A series of grants will be made available. Current open grant schemes are as follows:
 Large scale grants – Food Waste Prevention. This scheme is to provide capital
infrastructure that will help address a current capacity gap in the sector for
redistributing food that is currently being wasted, diverting this to people in
need. The grants will support redistributing a significant volume of food to end
beneficiaries through not-for-profit organisations / non-commercial activity.
The deadline for applications is 1 July 2019.
 Small scale grants – Food Waste Prevention. Programme of grants to provide
new small-scale capital infrastructure and revenue support to organisations
redistributing surplus food from the likes of retailers and food
manufacturers. This programme will continue the success of the previous

small-scale redistribution programme delivered by WRAP in addressing
barriers to food redistribution. The deadline for applications is 11 July 2019.
Future funding themes and rounds can be viewed on the website.
http://www.wrap.org.uk/content/resource-action-fund

Credit Union Development Fund – Lloyds Banking Group
The Lloyds Banking Group Credit Union Development Fund is part of the Group’s
‘Helping Britain Prosper Plan,’ which was launched in March 2014, and is part of its
commitment to improve financial inclusion levels across the UK. It was set up as a
four-year fund with £1 million available each year. Following the success of the first
four years, Lloyds Banking Group added an additional £2 million to the Fund for
distribution in 2018 and 2019.
Grants are to existing credit unions which can show good performance and strong
plans for their future development.
There are two types of grant:
 Large Grants (of between £50,000 and £100,000) will provide a contribution to
a credit union’s reserves and help remove barriers to growth and innovation.
Open to all credit unions including previous Large Grant winners (with some
additional criteria).
 Seed Grants (of between £10,000 and £20,000) to help credit unions invest in
resources and activities to improve sustainability and increased efficiency for
lending, such as the costs related to a merger or investment in digital
improvements.
The deadline for applications is 30 June 2019.
http://www.creditunionfoundation.org.uk/projects/developmentfund

Village Hall Improvement Grant Fund – Action with Communities in Rural
England (ACRE)
The Autumn 2018 budget announced that, to mark the centenary of the Armistice, government
would support several initiatives, including making available grant funding to support
improvement projects for village halls.
The grant funding will be managed by ACRE on behalf of Defra with support from the
ACRE Network. The grant aims to help fund the updating and refurbishment of village
halls so that they are fit for purpose and provide activities which seek to achieve one
or more of the following outcomes for their communities:


Improved health and wellbeing/reduction in loneliness



Demonstrates a positive impact on the environment

 Supports the local rural economy
There will be greater emphasis given to applications who have already secured most
of the funding.
The scheme will fund up to 20% of eligible costs, with a minimum grant of £10,000 and a
maximum grant of £75,000 payable. This means overall scheme costs would be between
£50,000 and £375,000.
http://acre.org.uk/our-work/village-hall-improvement-grant%20fund

Veterans’ Community Centres – Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust
This is a £3 million funding programme to fund renovations and improvements to
veterans’ community centres.
Grants of up to £30,000 are available. A small number of grants of up to £150,000 will
be made to more complex projects.

The Veterans’ Community Centres Programme is a specialist pot of funding.
Applicants must be Armed Forces charities with an existing building that requires
refurbishment.
Most grants will be for £30,000 or less. There will be three rounds of funding. The first
round has closed. The second round closes on 3 June and the third round closes on 4
November 2019.
Grants of up to £150,000 will only be made in the final application round. Applicants
seeking between £30,000 and £150,000 must have a mandatory conversation with the
Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust before submitting an application. Any mandatory
discussion must take place by 27 September 2019.
http://www.covenantfund.org.uk/veterans-community-centres/

Removing Barriers to Family Life – Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust
The Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust has launched a £7.5M programme to award
grants to Armed Forces Charities or Community Interest Companies or Armed Forces
Units working with Armed Forces Families.
This programme is about supporting Armed Forces Families facing challenges. Large
grants will help to address substantial challenges; providing funding for transformative
ideas. Medium grants will support projects that make a proven difference to Armed
Forces Families and will support existing work.
The programme will make grants to projects where the project is addressing a clear
need and where the idea will be of practical benefit to Armed Forces Families. The
focus of the project should be on supporting the family; rather than serving personnel
or veterans.
This programme will be delivered in two strands:
 Medium Strand: Grants of between £30,000-£100,000 to support existing or
new projects that meet a clear need for Armed Forces Families.
 Large Strand: Grants between £100,001- £300,000 with some exceptional
projects potentially receiving up to £500,000. Projects will need to be able to
show that they will have a transformative effect, and that the changes they
achieve will be sustainable.
The deadline for applications to the medium strand is 12 September 2019. The
deadline for applications to the large strand is 18 July 2019.
https://www.covenantfund.org.uk/removing-barriers-to-family-life-launch/

Masonic Charitable Foundation
With grants totalling over £5 million each year, the Foundation helps thousands of
disadvantaged and vulnerable people to live happy, fulfilling lives and participate
actively in society.
Over the last forty years, they have provided over £130 million to charities. The MCF’s
work is funded solely through the generous donations of Freemasons under the United
Grand Lodge of England, their families and friends.
They have conducted surveys which informed the areas about which Freemasons care
most passionately. The grant-making programmes for charities target funding where it
is most needed within these areas. Current target areas are:
 Creating the best start in life for disadvantaged children and young people
 Reducing isolation in later life
 Medical research into degenerative disease
 Care services in the hospice sector
The target areas are reviewed regularly to ensure our grants are making the greatest
possible impact.
The next deadline for small grant applications is 27 September 2019. For large grant
applications the deadline for first stage applications is 19 August 2019.
https://mcf.org.uk/

Open Grants Programme – The Clothworkers’ Foundation
The Clothworkers’ Foundation award grants to UK registered charities, CICs, and other
registered UK not-for-profit organisations (including special schools). Grants are
awarded towards capital projects which are defined as:
 Buildings (purchase, construction, renovation or refurbishment)
 Fittings, fixtures, and equipment
 Vehicles
Applications must fit within one of the main programme areas: alcohol & substance
misuse; disadvantaged minority communities; disadvantaged young people; domestic
& sexual abuse; homelessness; older people; people with disabilities; prisoners & exoffenders; visual impairment.
https://www.clothworkersfoundation.org.uk/what-we-fund/

Church Conservation Grants – William and Jane Morris Fund
Grants between £500 and £5000 are awarded to churches, chapels and other places
of worship in the United Kingdom for the conservation of decorative features and
monuments, but not for structural repairs.
Grants will be awarded to support smaller programmes of work concerned with the
conservation of decorative or non-structural features such as:
 stained glass windows
 sculpture
 furniture
 internal monuments and tombs
 wall paintings
The decorative feature, monument, etc must date from no later than 1896 (the year of
William Morris’s death). The next deadline for applications is 31 August 2019.
https://www.sal.org.uk/grants/morris-fund-conservation-grants/

Pebble Grants – The Rank Foundation
This is a funding stream for UK registered charities and recognised churches which
are raising money for projects where the total cost is less than £1million. If you are
raising money for a particular project for which the mainstay is capital costs (building
work, refurbishment or the purchase of long-term equipment) or a one-off short-term
activity (such as an annual respite break or holiday for disadvantaged young people)
and have already raised a third of the total costs, you may be eligible for this.
The Rank Foundation are currently accepting applications for the July 2019 trustees’
meeting.
https://rankfoundation.com/pebble-grants/

Funding for Community-led Homes
Together with the Confederation of Co-operative Housing, Locality and UK Cohousing,
the National Community Land Trust Network have created ‘Community Led Homes’ to
support their mission of making community led housing a mainstream housing option.
Community Led Homes will provide training, funding and practical support to
community led housing groups, councils and developers. This includes a summary of
various forms of funding available which you can view on their website:
https://www.communityledhomes.org.uk/
New grants have been announced as follows:
1. Community-led Homes Start-up Support Programme: up to £10,000 revenue
funding is available for early stage voluntary and community organisations
exploring community-led housing. Al funding must be committed by March
2020.

2. Community-led homes – becoming a Registered Provider / Investment Partner:
aims to help community-led organisations progressing community-led projects
to gain the support and funding they require to become a Registered Provider
(RP) with the Regulator of Social Housing and/or an Investment Partner (IP)
with Homes England. Up to £10,000 is available with applications accepted
until mid-February 2020 or until all funding is committed, whichever is the
sooner.
3. Homes in Community Hands Programme: operated by Power to Change, this
programme will award grants averaging £50,000 to community led housing
projects that will create schemes that deliver a majority of permanently
affordable homes for rent or sale to locally connected people. These can be
either as new build housing or by refurbishing empty properties. Funds will be
largely focussed in Leeds City Region, Liverpool City Region, Tees Valley City
Region, the West of England and the West Midlands. Funds will also be
available to genuinely innovative community led housing projects anywhere in
England. Funding must be committed by December 2021.
4. Enabling Hub Grant Programme: funded by the Ministry of Housing,
Communities & Local Government, this programme aims to expand the
network of Enabler Hubs - regional organisations supporting community led
housing groups to deliver projects, particularly those likely to bid to Homes
England for the Community Housing Fund. Development Grants up to £50,000
are available and Full Grants up to £150,000. The fund will remain open to
applications from April 2019 until 31 December 2019.

Heritage Impact Fund – Architectural Heritage Fund
The HIF offers tailored finance for charities, social enterprises and community
businesses across the UK to develop sustainable heritage at the very heart of
vibrant local economies.
Loans from £25,000 to £500,000 are available for up to three years with
tailored terms and both flexible and incentivised interest rates for impactful
projects. These could include both capital and interest repayment holidays.
HIF supports applicants across the UK who are undertaking a capital project
or are looking to build upon or scale-up an existing enterprise.
The HIF is a joint initiative with contributions from the National Lottery Heritage Fund,
Historic England, Historic Environment Scotland, Cadw and the Architectural Heritage
Fund.
http://ahfund.org.uk/hif

National Lottery Grants for Heritage – Heritage Lottery Fund
The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) funds projects which focus on heritage. HLF state
that heritage can mean different things to different people. It can be anything from the
past that you value and want to pass on to future generations. As a guide, this could
include:
 oral history
 cultural traditions
 nature
 natural and designed landscapes
 community archaeology
 historic buildings, monuments and environments
 collections of objects, books or documents in museums, libraries or archives
 histories of people and communities or places and events
 the heritage of languages and dialects



places and objects linked to our industrial, maritime and transport history
Different grant bands have different criteria:
 National Lottery Grants for Heritage: £3000 to £10,000 for projects up to one
year in duration
 National Lottery Grants for Heritage: £10,000 to £250,000
 National Lottery Grants for Heritage: £250,000 to £5 million
There are no application deadlines for applications up to £100,000. Quarterly
deadlines apply for applications over £100,000.
The amounts available depend on the type of organisation applying as follows:
 Non-profits and partnerships led by non-profit organisations: £3,000 to
£5million
 Private owners of heritage: up to £100,000
 Partnerships led by commercial organisations (for the purposes of achieving
economic growth): £250,000 - £5m
A new funding portfolio was launched in January 2019. For information on all HLF
programmes visit the website.
http://www.hlf.org.uk/Pages/Home.aspx

Better Broadband Voucher Scheme – Department for Digital, Culture,
Media & Sport
The Government has made a commitment to provide every home and business in the
UK with access to a basic broadband service so that browsing the web and keeping in
touch with families and friends is easier.
The Better Broadband Scheme has been extended for a further year until 31st
December 2019, ensuring that a subsidised basic broadband installation remains
available to eligible applicants.
If you currently experience broadband speeds of less than 2 Megabits per second
(Mbps), the Better Broadband Voucher Scheme may be able to help you access a
basic broadband service that will offer download speeds of at least 10 Mbps.
The Better Broadband Voucher Scheme, developed by the UK government, provides
a voucher worth up to £350 for basic broadband installation to homes and businesses
that will not benefit from superfast broadband.
https://basicbroadband.culture.gov.uk/

NFU Mutual Charitable Trust
The NFU Mutual Charitable Trust was set up in 1998, to promote and support charities
in the United Kingdom working in agriculture, rural development and insurance.
The Trust focuses on providing funding to larger initiatives, which would have a
significant impact on the rural community. The Trustees are particularly interested in
initiatives in the areas of education of young people in rural areas and relief of poverty
within rural areas. Grants are available between £1000 and £50,000.
The Trustees meet twice a year to consider applications received. These meetings are
currently held in June and November. Applications for the November meeting must be
submitted by 1st November 2019.
https://www.nfumutual.co.uk/about-us/charitable-trust/

Local Grants Fund – Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust
Under the Armed Forces Covenant Local Grants programme, grants of up to £20,000
are available for local projects that support community integration or local delivery of
services.
Community Integration projects should create strong local links between the Armed
Forces community, who are current and former members of their armed forces and

their families) and civilian communities; and be able to clearly demonstrate how they
will have impact in overcoming barriers to better integration; and improving
perceptions, attitudes and understanding. For the project to be truly effective in
achieving community integration there should be shared development, delivery and
benefits for both communities.
Delivery of Local Services projects should be local projects which offer financial advice,
housing, mental and physical health, employability or social support for serving armed
forces personnel, veterans, and their families. Projects must be well connected, both
to their beneficiaries and to other relevant organisations, and be able to demonstrate
how the services they provide will be well-publicised, accessible and joined up.
Applications can be made up to 2 December 2019, although this will be reviewed
quarterly.
http://www.covenantfund.org.uk/local-grants-and-digital-development-programme/

Coalfields Community Investment Programme – Coalfields Regeneration
Trust
The Coalfields Community Investment Programme (England) Funding Support
element is a £500,000 fund created to support activities that tackle some of the key
challenges that still remain in coalfield communities.
The fund is open to projects that deliver in the top 30% most deprived coalfield
communities and that will make a positive difference in addressing the following
themes:
 Skills: Growing the skills of people in order to increase their opportunities
 Employment: Developing pathways to increase the number of people in work
 Health: Supporting projects that increase participation in activities/services that
improve the health and wellbeing of people in former coalfield communities.
The total fund value of £500,000 will be committed over the period 1st April 2019 to
31st March 2020 at four decision making Committees which will take place quarterly
(£125,000 allocated to each Committee).
Demand is envisaged to be highly competitive and based on the 2017/18 programme,
the number of successful awards was 22% of all applications received.
The next eligibility survey closes on 30 August and the deadline for applications is 13
September 2019.
https://www.coalfields-regen.org.uk/funding

Improving community spaces loans – Co-op Foundation
Interest free loans are available for enterprising ideas to improve community spaces.
Places and spaces for people to come together and enjoy shared interests are vitally
important for building stronger communities. Venues such as parks and community
centres need regular income so they can continue to meet the needs of people who
use them, love them, and rely on them for local services and social contact.
If your community organisation is thinking about growing its trading activities to
generate more sustainable income, the Co-op Foundation might be able to help your
plans take off. They offer:
 Interest-free loans of up to £50,000 towards viable business ideas that will
benefit the whole community – particularly those facing greater challenges.
 No repayments for the first year, while your trading activities are developing
 If you are based in a more deprived area, or your work mainly benefits more
disadvantaged members of the community, we might also be able to offer some
grant funding alongside a loan
https://blog.coopfoundation.org.uk/index.php/2018/05/17/community-is-everybodysbusiness/

First Steps Enterprise Fund – Asda Foundation

First Steps Enterprise Fund (FSEF) is a £300,000 pilot fund to support community
organisations. The Social Investment Business manage this fund on behalf of the Asda
Foundation.
Funding is available for community organisations (charities and social enterprises)
based in England that are looking to take on their first loan to help them grow and
become more sustainable. Particular preference is given to organisations that work in
the following areas:
 Older people
 Health and wellbeing
 Employment for young people
Funding packages of up to £30,000 are available (90% loan and 10% grant). The loan
element is charged at 5% (fixed) to be repaid over a period of 4 years with an optional
capital holiday for the first year. Up to £50,000 is available for exceptional cases.
https://www.sibgroup.org.uk/firststeps

Cornerstone, Gateway & Foundation Grants – National Churches Trust
The National Churches Trust has three grant programmes currently open:
 Cornerstone grants. The Cornerstone Grant Programme offers grants of
between £10,000 and £50,000 towards the cost of urgent structural repair
projects costed at more than £100,000 including VAT. The Trust will also
consider projects that introduce kitchens and accessible toilets to enable
increased community use, costed at more than £30,000 including VAT. Grants
will never exceed 50% of the project cost. The next deadline for applications is
1 July 2019.
 Gateway grants. The Gateway Grant Programme offers grants of between
£3,000 and £10,000 towards project development and investigative work up to
RIBA planning stage 1, to support churches preparing for a major project, and
in developing their project to the point at which they can approach a major grant
funder. Grants will never exceed 50% of the project costs for this phase. The
next deadline for applications is 12 September 2019.
 Foundation grants. The Foundation Grant Programme will offer grants of
between £500 and £3,000 towards urgent maintenance works and small
repairs identified as high priority within a recent Quinquennial Inspection or
Survey Report. Also, small investigative works and surveys. Project costs
should not exceed £10,000. The next deadline for applications is 26 September
2019.
http://www.nationalchurchestrust.org/our-grants

Energy Redress Scheme – Energy Saving Trust
Energy Saving Trust has been appointed by Ofgem to distribute payments from energy
companies who may have breached rules. The funds can pay for anything from making
a home more energy efficient, to providing advice that helps consumers keep on top
of their bills.
Energy Saving Trust has developed an open application process for charities seeking
funding from the Energy Redress Scheme. Successful projects will be selected with
input from an independent panel of experts and could cover a range of locations across
England, Scotland and Wales.
The amount of funding available through the scheme varies throughout the year and
will be reviewed on a quarterly basis in October, January, April and July. Eligible
charities that have registered interest in the scheme will be notified when funds
become available.
The minimum grant that can be requested is £20,000 and the maximum amount is the
lesser of £2 million or the total value of the current fund.

The scheme can fund projects lasting up to two years, can fund 100 per cent of the
project cost and can cover revenue and capital measures.
https://energyredress.org.uk/apply-funding

Community Housing Fund – Homes England
The government is making available £163 million across England up to 2020 to 2021
through the Community Housing Fund. The Fund aims to support an increase in
housing supply in England by increasing the number of additional homes delivered by
the community-led housing sector; to provide housing that is affordable at local income
levels and remains so in perpetuity; and to deliver a lasting legacy for the communityled housing sector in the form of an effective and financially self-sustaining body of
expertise within the house building industry in England.
Under Phase One of the Fund, Homes England is making available grants to eligible
organisations to support:
 applications for revenue funding for capacity building and predevelopment
costs, including revenue grants to local authorities to support community
groups
 capital bids for associated infrastructure costs which will support community
housing development
Under Phase Two of the Fund Homes England is making available grants to eligible
organisations to help cover the capital costs of acquiring land and building communityled housing schemes.
Both phases are now open.
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/community-housing-fund

Cultural Impact Development Fund
This £3.7 million fund provides small-scale repayable finance to socially-driven arts
and cultural organisations. The Fund is supported by Access – The Foundation for
Social Investment through the Growth Fund programme, with finance being provided
by its partners Big Lottery Fund and Big Society Capital.
The aims of the fund are to:
 Enable risk-taking, ambitious organisations in the arts and cultural sector to
take on small-scale repayable finance in order to achieve social outcomes;
 Increase the capability of arts and cultural organisations to articulate, achieve,
monitor and evaluate their intended social impact.
The Fund offers unsecured loans (and revenue participation agreements, where
appropriate) between £25,000 and £150,000 with repayment terms of one to five years
and interest rates ranging between 5.5% and 8.5%.
The investment window is open until August 2021.
https://www.artsculturefinance.org/our-funds/cultural-impact-development-fund/

Emergency Essentials Programme – BBC Children in Need
Family Fund Business Services are working in collaboration with BBC Children in
Need to deliver the Emergency Essentials programme supporting children and young
people living with severe poverty as well as additional pressures such as domestic
violence, disability or poor health in the family.
The programme can deliver or fund critical items such as:
 Gas or electric cookers
 Essential household items
 Furniture and kitchen equipment
 Children’s beds and bedding
 Washing machines
 Fridges and freezers
 Baby equipment

 Clothing in exceptional or emergency situations.
Applications must be completed by a registered referrer who is part of an organisation
that is supporting the family or young person and capable of assessing their needs.
https://www.familyfundservices.co.uk/emergency-essentials/

Community Asset Fund – Sport England
Whether it’s the park you run through, the hall you do classes in or the pitch you play
on, welcoming and accessible spaces have a big impact on a person’s experience –
and likelihood of coming back.
As part of this, Sport England have produced a guide and accompanying document to
explain more about the new Community Asset Fund, how and why they're doing things
differently, when they will make decisions plus tips and advice for developing your
project or idea.
Sports clubs and community organisations can now apply for investment from the
Community Asset Fund – Sport England’s new capital fund dedicated to enhancing
the spaces in local communities that give people the opportunity to be active.
This fund will have a value of £15 million per annum with the anticipated size of bids
between £1000 and £150,000. There is no deadline to apply.
https://www.sportengland.org/funding/community-asset-fund/

Reaching Communities England – National Lottery Community Fund
The Reaching Communities programme aims to make positive change in communities.
Big Lottery particularly want to hear about ideas that support:
 Lasting and sustainable changes to places and spaces
 Communities to develop happier and stronger relationships with each other
 Taking action to focus on the root causes of social problems to tackle them at
the earliest possible stage
Through Reaching Communities funding you can apply for between £10,000 and
£500,000. Successful grant can fund some or all of the costs associated with delivering
a project, including staff salaries, training, volunteer expenses, management costs,
equipment, premises costs, monitoring and evaluation and overheads. The
programme can also fund up to £100,000 for small scale capital work, such as
refurbishment, the purchase of vehicles, land or buildings.
Big Lottery encourage applicants to contact them before applying for additional advice
and support before you submit your application.
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/reaching-communitiesengland

Awards for All England – National Lottery Community Fund
National Lottery Awards for All offers funding from £300 to £10,000 to support what
matters to people and communities. You can apply if your organisation is a:
 voluntary or community organisation
 registered charity
 constituted group or club
 not-for-profit company or community interest company
 social enterprise
 school
 statutory body (including town, parish and community council).
National Lottery Awards for All has three funding priorities. Applications must meet at
least one of them. The priorities are:
 bringing people together and building strong relationships in and across
communities
 improving the places and spaces that matter to communities



enabling more people to fulfil their potential by working to address issues at the
earliest possible stage.
This is an open programme. Applications can be made at any time.
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/national-lottery-awardsfor-all-england

Partnerships – National Lottery Community Fund
Through partnerships funding, Big Lottery aim to make grants available over £10,000
for organisations who share responsibility and influence with others, who have a
shared set of goals and values, and achieve their mission by starting with the bigger
picture rather than just what their organisation can do on its own.
Grants are awarded for up to five years and we can fund project activities, operating
costs, organisational development and capital costs. The three funding priorities are:
 bring people together and build strong relationships in and across
communities
 improve the places and spaces that matter to communities
 enable more people to fulfil their potential by working to address issues at the
earliest possible stage.
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/partnerships-england

Community Centres & Village Halls grants – Trusthouse Charitable
Foundation
Trusthouse is interested in applications for capital projects at community centres in the
most deprived urban areas and village halls in remote and economically deprived rural
areas.
The Foundation wants to support community centres and village halls which are at the
heart of small, deprived communities. They expect that you will be providing a range
of activities for all ages and abilities which help to promote community cohesion and
address local problems of isolation, poverty, lack of local facilities, transport and other
issues of relevance to your area.
They interpret ‘community centres’ in the broad sense, so you might be a church,
sports facility or other building which offers a range of activities throughout the week
which all the community can access.
The Foundation will consider applications for new buildings; upgrading, renovating or
extending buildings; improving or creating outside space (but not car parks). You will
need to have secured a minimum of 50% of the costs of the project before you start
an application.
http://trusthousecharitablefoundation.org.uk/grants/community-centres-and-villagehalls/

HS2 Community & Environment Fund & HS2 Business & Local Economy
Fund – Groundwork UK
Two funds are available to local communities to help with the disruption that will be
caused by the construction of Phase one of HS2 between London and the West
Midlands; the Community and Environment Fund and the Business and Local
Economy Fund. The objective of these funds is to add benefit, over and above
committed mitigation and statutory compensation, to communities and local
economies along the route.
The administration of these funds is managed on behalf of HS2 Ltd by the charity
Groundwork who will ensure both funds remain available for applications throughout
the construction of Phase One.
https://www.groundwork.org.uk/Sites/hs2funds

Community Shares Booster Programme – Power to Change

The Community Shares Booster Programme is a funding scheme to support
community share offers. It will invest equity up to £100,000 to match community shares
in societies that can demonstrate higher than average levels of community impact,
innovation and engagement. The programme will also provide development grants of
up to £10,000 to help societies get investment ready and meet standards of good
practice. Match funding will be in the form of equity held on equal terms with other
community shareholders.
Power to Change has provided £3m funding for the Booster Programme over a fiveyear period from 2017-22. The programme is expected to match fund around 60 share
offers in the first three years of the programme (to 2020) and then provide active
investor support to societies on a continuing basis. The programme is run by the
Community Shares Unit, a joint initiative between Co-operatives UK and Locality.
The Community Shares Unit was established in 2012, since when there have been
over 350 community share offers in the UK, raising more than £120m in share capital
from over 100,000 people. Community shares are defined as non-transferable,
withdrawable shares in an asset locked society that has at least 20 membershareholders and £10,000 in share capital.
Applications are accepted on a rolling basis.
https://www.communitysharesbooster.org.uk/how-it-works

BlueSpark Foundation grants
Schools, colleges and community groups in England can apply for grants to Blue Spark
Foundation for a wide range of projects. The Foundation value academic, vocational,
artistic and sporting endeavour in equal measure but are particularly keen to support
projects which will help enhance the self-confidence, team working skills and future
employability of children and young people.
Many grants will be under £2,000, most will be under £5,000 and only in a few cases
will grants exceed £10,000.
Projects which could be supported include drama, music, sport, art and design,
debating, public speaking, academic education, vocational training, community
projects, enterprise projects and educational excursions. This list is illustrative and not
exclusive as to the types of project that the Foundation support.
http://bluesparkfoundation.org.uk/

Website Grants – Transform Foundation
Transform Foundation provide funding of up to £18,000 to cover the strategy, design,
build, content strategy, training, QA and launch of a new mobile optimised website,
with sophisticated marketing, fundraising, appeals, social media, e-commerce and
website management tools. Applications are accepted on a rolling basis.
The grant covers 100% of the website design and build costs with the Foundation’s
current grant partner. Applicant organisations will need to cover ongoing costs for a
minimum of a 12 month commitment
They are specifically targeting small and midsize charities – generally with an income
between £350k and £30M a year.
https://www.transformfoundation.org.uk/website-grants

Project Viability Grant and Project Development Grant – Architectural
Heritage Fund
The Architectural Heritage Fund (AHF) which supports the conservation and regeneration of historic buildings, has two further grants available:
 Project Viability Grants – grants up to £7,500 are available to fund studies to
look at potential uses for a building and at its current condition, and produce a
Viability Report to a standard template.



Project Development Grants – grants up to £30,000 are available to assist an
organisation to cover some of the costs of developing and co-ordinating a
project and taking it towards the start of work on site.
The deadline for applications for both Project Viability Grants and Project Development
Grants of up to £7,500 is the last day of each calendar month. Project Development
Grant applications for more than £7,500 go to Trustee Grants Panel meetings for
decision. The deadline for the next meeting is 29 July 2019.
http://ahfund.org.uk/grant/

Family Fund – The Family Fund Trust for families with severely disabled
children.
The Family Fund helps families across the UK who are raising a disabled or seriously
ill child or young person aged 17 or under. You can apply to Family Fund subject to a
number of criteria which include that you are the parent or carer of a disabled or
seriously ill child or young person aged 17 or under and that you have evidence of
entitlement to one of the following: Universal Credit, Child Tax Credit, Working Tax
Credit, Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance, Income Support, Incapacity Benefit,
Employment Support Allowance, Housing Benefit and Pension Credit.
See the website for more details.
https://www.familyfund.org.uk/

Landfill Communities Fund – SUEZ Communities Trust
SUEZ Communities Trust (formerly SITA) provides funding awards of up to £50,000 to
not-for-profit organisations to undertake work that is eligible under the Landfill
Communities Fund (LCF). Applications are considered for three areas of work which
qualify for funding through the LCF. These include:
 Public Amenities
 Historic Buildings, Structures or Sites
 Biodiversity
Projects can be supported that make physical improvements at sites located in any of
100 funding zones around qualifying sites owned by SUEZ Recycling and Recovery
UK.
http://www.suezcommunitiestrust.org.uk/

Grant schemes for electric vehicle charging infrastructure – Office for
Low Emission Vehicles
The government offers grants to support the wider use of electric and hybrid vehicles
via the Office of Low Emission Vehicles (OLEV). This includes:
 The Electric Vehicle Homecharge Scheme (EVHS) provides grant funding of
up to 75% towards the cost of installing electric vehicle chargepoints at
domestic properties across the UK.
 The Workplace Charging Scheme (WCS) is a voucher-based scheme that
provides support towards the up-front costs of the purchase and installation of
electric vehicle charge-points, for eligible businesses, charities and public
sector organisations.
 The On-street Residential Chargepoint Scheme (ORCS) provides grant
funding for local authorities towards the cost of installing on-street residential
chargepoints for plug-in electric vehicles.
For more information visit the website below.
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/government-grants-for-low-emissionvehicles

European Structural and Investment
Communities and Local Government

Funds

–

Department

for

A variety of funds under the European Structural and Investment Fund (ESIF) are
currently available in different parts of the country. ESIF includes money from the
European Social Fund (ESF), European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and
European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD).
Deadlines for applications vary. Please see the website below for more information.
https://www.gov.uk/european-structural-investment-funds

Tesco Bags of Help – Tesco and Groundwork
Bags of Help is Tesco’s local community grant scheme where the money raised by the
carrier bag charge in Tesco stores is being used to fund thousands of community
projects across the UK*. The projects must meet the criteria of bringing benefits to the
community. In England the scheme is administered by Groundwork.
Bags of Help is always open for applications from charities and community
organisations. Applications are assessed by Groundwork to ensure they are eligible.
In areas where application numbers are high, Tesco colleagues will shortlist the
projects to determine which go forward to the customer vote.
Three community projects in each local area will be voted on by customers in Tesco
stores throughout the UK, with projects changing every other month. Following the
vote, the project that received the most votes in its area will receive a grant of up to
£4,000, second place receiving up to £2,000 and third place up to £1,000.
http://www.groundwork.org.uk/Sites/tescocommunityscheme

Home Building Fund – Homes & Communities Agency
The government has created a £3 billion fund “to increase the number of homes built
in England.” You can apply if you’re a private sector business that builds new homes
or prepares sites for housing developments. This includes small builders, community
builders, custom builders and regeneration specialists, as well as larger builders and
developers.
The fund provides development finance and infrastructure finance via loans. More
information on how the fund works and who can apply is available in ‘An Introduction
to the Home Building Fund’ which you can access via the link below.
https://www.gov.uk/homebuildingfund

Fans Fund Small Grants Scheme – Football
The Premier League Fans Fund is a three-year commitment from the Premier League
to fund projects and organisations which improve the relationship between fans and
their clubs, the way football supporters engage with each other and fans’ experience
of the game.
The Fans Fund Small Grants Scheme offers grants of up to £20,000 for projects that
look to address the aims of the scheme which are to:
 Improve the relationship between fans and their clubs
 Improve the way football supporters engage with each other
 Improve fans’ experience of the game.
Applications are accepted at any time.
http://www.fsif.co.uk/funding/fans-fund-small-grants-scheme/

Arts Council National Lottery Project Grants – Arts Council England
Grants of between £1000 and £100,000 are available for eligible individuals,
organisations, libraries and museums for a range of activities including: Audio-visual,
broadcast and transmission, buildings and infrastructure, capacity building,
commissioning, digital creation, diversity and equality, education and learning,

exhibition, festival, organisational development, original work, participation,
performance, production, professional development, publishing, research and
development, sector development, talent development and touring.
This is a rolling programme with no deadlines.
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/projectgrants

Help the Homeless grants
Help The Homeless makes grants to charitable organisations with the aim of helping
homeless people return to the community and enabling them to resume a normal life.
Grants are available to small and medium-sized charitable organisations to fund the
capital costs of projects with grants of up to £5,000. The quarterly deadlines for grant
applications each year are: 15 March, 15 June, 15 September and 15 December.
http://www.help-the-homeless.org.uk/

Grants for War Memorials – War Memorials Trust
War Memorials Trust administers a number of grants schemes which between them
cover the whole of the UK. Currently programme funders include the Department of
Culture, Media and Sport, Historic England, Historic Scotland and War Memorials
Trust. Grants are currently available up to 75% of eligible costs with a normal maximum
grant of £30,000.
War Memorials Trust seeks to help all war memorial custodians, whatever the nature
and size of their war memorial by facilitating repair and conservation projects.
Annual deadlines are 31 March, 30 June, 30 September and 31 December.
http://www.warmemorials.org/grants/

Premier League and The FA Facilities Fund – Football Foundation
The Premier League & The FA Facilities Fund provides grants for building or
refurbishing grassroots facilities, such as changing pavilions and playing surfaces for
community benefit, with money provided by the Premier League, The FA and the
Government (via Sport England) and delivered by the Foundation. The Fund is
available to football clubs, schools, councils and local sports associations and gives
grants for projects that:
 Improve facilities for football and other sport in local communities.
 Sustain or increase participation amongst children and adults, regardless of
background age, or ability.
 Help children and adults to develop their physical, mental, social and moral
capacities through regular participation in sport.
Grants are available for between £10,000 and £500,000.
http://www.footballfoundation.org.uk/funding-schemes/premier-league-the-fafacilities-fund/

Prepared by Andy Dean, Assistant Director at the
Rural Services Network
Email: andy.dean@sparse.gov.uk
____________________________________________________
The Rural Services Network is an organisation comprising 150 local authorities and 100 other public
service providers seeking to establish links across public service, identifying and broadcasting best
practice, and making representations on rural service issues. For details please go to our website
rsnonline.org.uk

