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A future-focused vision for rural communities involves not just building
the right homes in the right places but also ensuring thriving,
sustainable communities. This entails equipping villages and towns
with the necessary infrastructure to support sustainable living and local
business prosperity, including access to crucial services. 

Effective planning policies, rigorously rural-proofed, are essential to
avoid drawbacks and tailor solutions to the unique needs of rural
communities. The planning system plays a pivotal role in balancing
economic, social, and environmental demands, both in shaping
policies and in making decisions on individual applications. It's also
crucial in preserving or enhancing essential services, community
facilities, and town centres, significantly contributing to rural life quality. 

Additionally, as rural communities highly value their local environment,
the planning system is tasked with safeguarding against unsuitable
development, recognising that the English countryside is not only a
cherished asset but also a cornerstone of rural tourism and the
broader visitor economy.

40% of Constituencies are Rural.
Rural Planning Matters.
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THE NATIONAL POLICY CONTEXT
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THE RURAL REALITY

In predominantly rural areas 93% of new additions to the housing stock has been because of new
build developments.  A further 7% were due to change of building use and around 1% due to
conversions.

Almost 9% of the land area of England is taken up by developed uses.[1] These include residential,
industrial, commercial, transport and utilities, mineral extraction, and landfill.

[1] Land Use in England 2022, DLUHC (2022)

Over 91% of the land area of England is taken up by undeveloped uses. These include farming, which
comprises 63% of England’s land area. Some of the undeveloped land lies within urban settlements
e.g. as parks, playing fields and residential gardens.

There are ten designated National Parks in England, which collectively cover over 9% of the country’s
land area.[1] The largest of these are the Lake District National Park at 2,362 square kilometres and the
Yorkshire Dales at 2,179 square kilometres. Some 334,000 people live in a National Park, more than a
third of them in the South Downs National Park.

[1] Key Facts and Figures for all 15 UK National Parks, National Parks UK (website accessed 2023)
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SUPPORT FOR THE ABOVE CALLS

SPECIFIC POLICY ASKS IN THE ROADMAP TO 
RURAL SUCCESS: RURAL PLANNING

ZONING IN LOCAL PLANS

There's a critical need for flexibility in zoning that recognizes the diversity within rural areas. Simplistic
divisions of land into Growth, Renewal, and Protection zones may not adequately address rural
specifics. Policies must allow for development that supports sustainable communities without stifling
growth.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

The heart of effective rural planning lies in its people. Proposals to streamline the planning process
must not sideline the invaluable input of local residents, councils, and stakeholders. Ensuring diverse
avenues for engagement, including both digital and traditional methods, is paramount.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING

The future role of Neighbourhood Plans must be solidified to truly reflect community aspirations and
provide more than mere design guidance. Recognising the investment of time and effort by
communities into these plans, their integrity and objectives must be preserved.

INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY

It's vital that this does not dilute the ability of local authorities to demand specific affordable housing
provisions and other local benefits. A nuanced approach is necessary to ensure that rural areas receive the
infrastructure support they need without compromising local character and needs.



Fostering sustainable rural communities hinges on a responsive and flexible land use planning
system. Recognising the distinct needs of rural settlements, a successful approach must not only
accommodate diverse housing demands but also cater to the evolving workspace needs of local
businesses. 

RURAL PLANNING

ADAPTABLE LAND USE PLANNING SYSTEM

Rural communities need a variety of housing options to suit their evolving populations.
This includes different tenures, sizes, and types of dwellings, especially designed to
accommodate various age groups.

DIVERSE HOUSING OPTIONS

A robust land use planning system is crucial for building sustainable rural
communities. This system should be flexible enough to address the unique needs and
characteristics of both small and large rural settlements.

POLICY SOLUTIONS

VERSATILE WORKSPACES
To support local businesses and their diverse requirements, rural areas must provide
adaptable workspaces. These spaces should cater to businesses looking to expand
or relocate, fostering economic growth and sustainability in rural communities.



RSN RESPONSE TO GOVERNMENT
CONSULTATIONS

The Landscape Review
https://rsnonline.org.uk/images/manifesto-2023/further-reading-
documents/planning/rsn-landscape-review-response.pdf

National Planning Policy Framework
https://rsnonline.org.uk/images/manifesto-2023/further-reading-
documents/planning/rsn-landscape-review-response.pdf

Permitted Development Rights Consultation
https://rsnonline.org.uk/images/manifesto-2023/further-reading-
documents/planning/permitted-development-rights-rsn-reponse.pdf

Infrastructure Levy
https://rsnonline.org.uk/images/manifesto-2023/further-reading-
documents/planning/infrastructure-levy-copy-of-final-submission.pdf
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Find out more about the Winning the Rural Vote
Campaign, click the logos for more details.
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