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About Us

- The national champion for rural
services

. Financiallx independent
membership organisation

- Provide a range of services
Including publications and events

« Campaign at national level



Facts about Rural Funding

Successive Rural residents pay

It costs more to

Governments have more in council tax : : :
deliver services in

underfun Rural
derfunded Rura rural areas

Councils









Urban authorities in
2023/2024 budgeted to

spend almost double that

of rural authorities on
discretionary services




For something as simple as
refuse collection, it costs more
to deliver that service in a rural,
sparsely populated area
compared to an urban street.



The Rural Services
Network is fighting for
a fair deal for rural
communities, in all
public sector funding



The Rural Services Network has been campaigning for fair funding for
local authorities for several years, supporting MPs with information and
statistics to understand the approach of Government to rural areas.

Campaigning for a fair deal for rural communities



£ Millions

CaNppaigming for a fair deal for rural communities



All Party Parliamentary Group on Rural Services

Priorities for coming year:

 Rural Fair Funding for Public Services
 Growing the Rural Economy
 Rural Affordable Housing

 Rural Transport

 Rural Health and Care Services

"‘During my time as a serving Councillor on Somerset Council, | saw firsthand
how hard it is for local authorities in rural communities to deliver essential
services. | have campaigned for fairer funding and support for rural services
since my election as a Member of Parliament, and | am honoured to have
been elected as the chair of the APPG for Rural Services. | look forward to
working with colleagues from across the political spectrum to deliver stronger
outcomes for all of our rural communities”.

Sarah Dyke, MP, Chair of Rural Services All Party Parliamentary Group

Campaigning for a fair deal for rural communities






Fair Funding Access to Health & Care Rural Transport Rural Connectivity

Rural Economy Affordable Housing Rural Net Zero Rural Planning



Rural Fair Funding Access to Health & Care Rural Transport Rural Connectivity

Rural Economy Affordable Housing Rural Net Zero Rural Planning



Government Policy Reviews

Our Rural Lens Series provide a useful overview on government policy

To view the full Rural Lens series covering over 20 topics visit:
https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/tag/rural-lens/page/1/



https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/tag/rural-lens/page/1/

Commission Independent Research

Click each image to read the
full report

Rural Cost of Living
Survey generated
over 7,000 responses

Recently published research
into the potential of the rural
economy to grow to the
value of between £9-19bn



https://rsnonline.org.uk/images/publications/rural-as-a-region-the-hidden-challenge-for-levelling-up.pdf
https://rsnonline.org.uk/images/publications/rural-cost-of-living.pdf
https://rsnonline.org.uk/images/publications/reigniting-rural-futures-summary-report.pdf

Respond to Government Consultations

We make our members voices heard, examples:

 NPPF Consultation

* Phasing out fossil fuel heating in homes, businesses and public buildings off gas grid
« A plan for digital health and social care

* Rural Powerhouse APPG - Rural Cost of Living

« OFGEM Resilience Guidance

* Very Hard to Reach Premises Consultation



Influenced Further Afield

With government departments, House of Lords and National service
providers

DEFRA Rural Impact Forum

Attended Private Roundtable meetings at Labour Party Conference
Launched Winning the Rural Vote in Parliament

Participated in BT Digital Voice Advisory Group on telephone switchover
Broadcast 2040 campaign, the future of analogue TV

DEFRA Rural England Prosperity Fund meeting

Good Designh Guide Project

Localis collection of essays - published on Rural Planning

Part of Rural Homelessness Coalition

Part of National Alliance for Cultural Services



Seminar Programme

» 8 seminars tied key rural themes

» Expert speakers from industry & academia
* Q&A and networking opportunities

* 547 delegates last year

* Inclusive and carbon friendly

* Held on Zoom



National Rural Conference

Over 650 delegates attended sessions
online throughout the week

78% of our local authorities in membership
attending

131 organisations attending



And finally, we keep Rural Issues in the
news!

Over 20,000 subscribers

For example in recent months, RSN has been
included in:

BBC Radio News - Rural Connectivity and
Digital inclusion

LocalGov Articles - Implications on Rural
Planning

Tech Republic article on Digital Connectivity
Express Newspaper - Winning the Rural Vote
Guardian newspaper - Rural Bank Closures
Social Footprint Podcast - Digital Connectivity

https://rsnonline.org.uk/page/media-coverage u


https://twitter.com/RSNonline
https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/category/news
https://rsnonline.org.uk/page/media-coverage

Thank you

For any queries about Rural Services Network
membership please contact:
Nadine Trout, Assistant Chief Executive
nadine.trout@sparse.gov.uk

Access our extensive resources at
https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/



https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/
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