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We have launched a survey to gather rural voices

The National Champion For Rural Services 

Your voice will directly inform policy 

discussions with Government 

Departments, MPs, and decision -

makers.

If you live in rural England, that means: 

• Small towns, villages, hamlets, or isolated rural areas.
• Outside major cities and large urban areas.

We Want To Hear From You!

• Time: 8 -10 minutes
• Format: Online survey
• Confidential: Anonymous responses

Take Part In Our Research and join our rural voice!



Unlocking Rural Prosperity

Delivering  for 
AllLongitudinal Design:

Building upon previous RSN and Citizens Advice rural research to track changes and 

developments over time.

Methodology & Approach

Mixed Methods Approach: 

Quantitative 

Component

Comprehensive online 

questionnaire.

Target:  Rural residents across 

England

Topics: Housing, healthcare, 

transport, digital connectivity, 

planning, demographics

Qualitative

Component

In -depth interviews with rural 

residents.

Focus groups with community 

representatives.

Case studies from diverse rural 

communities.

Survey deployment: 

September 2025

Interviews/focus groups:  

October 2025

Data 

Collection 

Timeline



Please share with your communities

The National Champion For Rural Services 

Your voice will directly inform policy 

discussions with Government 

Departments, MPs, and decision -

makers.

We are looking for respondents from

• Small towns, villages, hamlets, or isolated rural areas.
• Outside major cities and large urban areas.

Please share with your communities, groups and 

local residents in rural England

You can share the QR code or weblink:

https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/national -rural -

conference -launches -major -new -survey -to -

champion -rural -voices



Unlocking Rural Prosperity

Delivering  for 
All

The National Champion For Rural Services 

Delivering for All
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October 2025



Delivering for all campaign

The National Champion For Rural Services 

Delivering for all 
campaign sets out our 
roadmap for rural 
prosperity

Every person, in every 
place, deserves the 
chance to thrive 
including everyone in our 
rural communities.



Delivering for all campaign

The National Champion For Rural Services 







BUILD

The Rural Housing Crisis 

Rural house prices: 8.8 times earnings vs 7.6 times urban

House prices increased 57% since 2013 while earnings rose just 
28%

Rural housing waiting lists: 20% increase since 2020

Rural homelessness increased 73% since 2018 and yet 
homelessness is often a hidden problem in rural areas



BUILD

The Rural Housing Crisis 

Only 2,831 social 

homes built in rural 

areas in 2024

In Rural areas 

1 in 4

Properties are off 

the gas grid

Just over half of the 

second homes in 

England are in 

Predominantly 

Rural areas

It would take 82 

years

to house the 

300,000 people on 

rural waiting lists

2107



BUILD

Rural Affordable Housing

Only 2,831 social 

homes built in rural 

areas in 2024

In Rural areas 

1 in 4

Properties are off 

the gas grid

Just over half of the 

second homes in 

England are in 

Predominantly 

Rural areas



Challenges for the rural economy

The National Champion For Rural Services 

Challenges for the Workforce Challenges for the employers / 
businesses

Lack of affordable housing options Lack of broadband / mobile signal for 
businesses to increase 
productivity/markets

Lack of Public Transport to access 
skills/training/education/employment

Suitably qualified workforce

Lack of Broadband / mobile 
connectivity to access 

skills/training/education

Lack of Infrastructure

Seasonal nature of tourist industry Less ability to work within economies 
of scale



England average

(excl London)

Majority rural local authorities 

with majority residing further 

from major town

Majority rural local 

authorities 

100% 92% 84

%

Productivity Levels measured by GVA
DEFRA Rural Digest 2025



BUILD

Rural Potential

The report Reigniting Rural Futures shows that with the right policy framework, 
the rural economy could increase productivity significantly, leading to an 
additional £9 billion to £19 billion per year in tax revenues. 

This growth would not only support rural communities but also have far -
reaching benefits for the national economy, helping to fund essential public 
services and drive broader economic initiatives. 

The Treasury stands to gain substantially from an invigorated rural economy, 
making this an opportunity too significant to ignore.

https://rsnonline.org.uk/rural -economy -a-sleeping -giant -worth -19-billion

https://rsnonline.org.uk/images/publications/reigniting-rural-futures-summary-report.pdf


BUILD

Rural Economy

Only 2,831 social 

homes built in rural 

areas in 2024

In Rural areas 

1 in 4

Properties are off 

the gas grid

Just over half of the 

second homes in 

England are in 

Predominantly 

Rural areas



Campaigning for a fair deal for rural communities

Access to Rural Health and Care Services
Rural areas have an ageing 
population which places 
additional demands on services

Isolation and lack of public 
transport - leading to mental 
health concerns; distance from 
services; the nature and quality of 
the housing stock. 

Urban areas receive 16% MORE in 
social care grant than rural areas



BUILD

Rural Health and Care

Only 2,831 social 

homes built in rural 

areas in 2024

In Rural areas 

1 in 4

Properties are off 

the gas grid

Just over half of the 

second homes in 

England are in 

Predominantly 

Rural areas



Rural Connectivity

The National Champion For Rural Services 

Residential Superfast Coverage

Total Urban Rural

England 98% 99% 90%

“The coverage of gigabit-capable broadband networks – which includes hybrid fibre coaxial (HFC) cable in 
addition to full fibre – has grown to reach 83% or 25 million residential premises in the UK by July 2024. This 
suggests the Government’s target of 85% coverage by 2025 is likely to be reached. “ Connected Nations 2024

Total Urban Rural

England 84% 88% 54%

Residential Gigabit Capable Coverage



BUILD

Rural Connectivity

Only 2,831 social 

homes built in rural 

areas in 2024

In Rural areas 

1 in 4

Properties are off 

the gas grid

Just over half of the 

second homes in 

England are in 

Predominantly 

Rural areas



Rural Net Zero

In Rural areas 

1 in 4

Properties are off the 

gas grid

Average fuel poverty 

gap in rural areas almost 

double that of urban 

areas



BUILD

Rural Net Zero

Only 2,831 social 

homes built in rural 

areas in 2024

In Rural areas 

1 in 4

Properties are off 

the gas grid

Just over half of the 

second homes in 

England are in 

Predominantly 

Rural areas



Rural transport

Reliance on private vehicle
• 93% of households in most rural areas had at least 1 vehicle
• 44% of households in most urban areas had at least 1 vehicle

20 % reduction in rural bus service provision from 2011-2023

£20.5 million cut from local authority bus budgets in latest year

Cuts to England’s bus network cost economy £2.6 billion annually

67% of rural areas lack adequate EV charging 



BUILD

Rural Transport

Only 2,831 social 

homes built in rural 

areas in 2024

In Rural areas 

1 in 4

Properties are off 

the gas grid

Just over half of the 

second homes in 

England are in 

Predominantly 

Rural areas
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