
Rural Services Network
Younger Peoples Sounding 

Board
Kerry Booth, Chief Executive

Rural Services Network

10th July 2025



Membership body of around 
500 organisations

Special Interest Group of 
the Local Government 

Association

National Champion for rural 
services ensuring that rural have a 

strong voice 

Rural
Services
Network



Campaigning for a fair deal for rural communities

Examples of our member organisations
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Younger
Rural 
Population 
and outward 
migration

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68125a990a8696a367e727a8/1_-_Population_01_05_2025.pdf



Campaigning for a fair deal for rural communities

• Rural communities’ needs are not fully reflected in mental 
health policy and services and national NHS planning. 

• NHS mental health services are often not fairly accessible for 
rural communities, with services largely centred in towns and 
cities creating barriers to access, compounded by the 
limitations and weaknesses of rural public transport and 
digital connectivity. 

• Far too much avoidable demand ends up at the door of Child 
and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) in rural areas 
because of a fundamental lack of social infrastructure and 
youth services.

EFRA report on mental health - findings
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House of Lords Select Committee on 
Social Mobility

Sharon Payne:, Transport East
“We have just done some research, where we spoke to 
1,000 young people in our region. It is amazing that they 
offered up their thoughts to us. These were 16 to 24 
year-olds, so they fall out of the school transport policy 
provision but are required to stay in education. 
We found that they often do not get their first choice of 
where they want to go. They are not choosing the 
courses that are perhaps their dream courses, because 
they are looking at the transport. The transport is saying 
to them, “You can get a bus to here, but not to here, so 
you can choose the second best”.
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https://www.cpre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/2021_CPRE_Young-people-in-rural-areas_full-report.pdf



“Delivering for All is the roadmap to unlocking rural 
prosperity and harnessing the potential of every 
community to build a stronger, fairer, and more 
sustainable future.

Our villages, market towns, coastal communities, and 
rural areas are vibrant hubs of enterprise, innovation, and 
leadership that can drive national renewal.

By investing in these communities, we strengthen local 
economies and secure a future where every resident can 
contribute and thrive. Let’s move beyond old divides and 
harness the energy of every corner of our country—villages, 
market towns and rural communities alike.”

Councillor Roger Phillips, 
Chair of the Rural Services 
Network
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Three Foundations for Unlocking Rural Prosperity



The Rural Services 
Network is fighting 
for a fair deal for 
rural communities, 
in all public sector 
funding







Urban authorities in 
2023/2024 budgeted to 

spend almost double that 
of rural authorities on 
discretionary services
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Rural Fair Funding
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Rural Affordable Housing

Wages earned in rural 
areas are lower than 
in urban areas, and 
the cost of living in 
rural areas is higher.

Annual price paid for terrace 
or semi-detached house in 
rural areas is higher in rural 
areas compared to urban 
(outside of London)
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Rural Affordable 
Housing
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Challenges for the Workforce Challenges for the employers / 
businesses

Lack of affordable housing options Lack of broadband / mobile signal for 
businesses to increase 
productivity/markets

Lack of Public Transport to access 
skills/training/education/employment

Suitably qualified workforce

Lack of Broadband / mobile 
connectivity to access 

skills/training/education

Lack of Infrastructure

Seasonal nature of tourist industry Less ability to work within economies 
of scale

Challenges for the rural economy



England average

(excl London)

Majority rural local authorities 

with majority residing further 

from major town

Majority rural local 

authorities 

100
%

92
%

84
%

Productivity Levels measured by GVA
DEFRA Rural Digest 2025



Campaigning for a fair deal for rural communities

RURAL ECONOMY: A SLEEPING GIANT 
WORTH £19 BILLION

The report shows that with the right 
policy framework, the rural economy 
could increase productivity 
significantly, leading to an additional 
£9 billion to £19 billion per year in tax 
revenues. 

This growth would not only support 
rural communities but also have far-
reaching benefits for the national 
economy, helping to fund essential 
public services and drive broader 
economic initiatives.

https://rsnonline.org.uk/images/publications/reigniting-rural-futures-summary-report.pdf
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Rural Economy



The Rural Reality 

Rural Transport
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Rural Transport
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Access to Rural Health and Care Services
Rural areas have an ageing 
population which places 
additional demands on services

Isolation and lack of public 
transport - leading to mental 
health concerns; distance from 
services; the nature and quality of 
the housing stock. 

Urban areas receive 16% MORE in 
social care grant than rural areas
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Rural Access to 
Health and Care 
Services



The Rural Reality 

Rural Net Zero
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Rural Net Zero



The Rural Services Network 
is fighting for a fair deal for 
rural communities, in all 
public sector funding

54%

Source: Ofcom Connected Nations December 2024

Source: Ofcom Connected Nations December 2024

Source: Ofcom Connected Nations December 2024

10%
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Residential Superfast Coverage
Total Urban Rural

England 98% 99% 90%

“The coverage of gigabit-capable broadband networks – which includes hybrid fibre coaxial (HFC) cable in 
addition to full fibre – has grown to reach 83% or 25 million residential premises in the UK by July 2024. This 
suggests the Government’s target of 85% coverage by 2025 is likely to be reached. “ Connected Nations 2024

Total Urban Rural
England 84% 88% 54%

Residential Gigabit Capable Coverage
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Rural Connectivity
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Rural Planning

Key to ensuring we get the 
right homes in the right 
places with the right access 
to infrastructure
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Rural Planning
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What are the issues facing older 
people within your communities?


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: Younger Rural  Population  and outward  migration
	Slide 6: EFRA report on mental health - findings
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: House of Lords Select Committee on Social Mobility
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: Three Foundations for Unlocking Rural Prosperity
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16: Rural Fair Funding
	Slide 17: Rural Affordable Housing
	Slide 18: Rural Affordable  Housing
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21: Rural Economy: A Sleeping Giant Worth £19 Billion 
	Slide 22: Rural Economy
	Slide 23
	Slide 24: Rural Transport
	Slide 25
	Slide 26: Rural Access to  Health and Care  Services
	Slide 27
	Slide 28: Rural Net Zero
	Slide 29
	Slide 30: Residential Superfast Coverage
	Slide 31: Rural Connectivity
	Slide 32: Rural Planning
	Slide 33: Rural Planning
	Slide 34: What are the issues facing older people within your communities?

