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Campaigning for a fair deal for rural communities

Announcement Rural Impact
£230 Million funding for homelessness and rough 
sleepers

This is welcomed but hidden 
homelessness in rural areas must not 
be ignored, and prevention work 
must be resourced appropriately

Increase in stamp duty for second homes from 3% to 5% A positive step towards trying to 
manage the second home issue 
which can be prevalent in rural 
communities, forcing house prices to 
increase.

Councils will keep 100% of the receipts from Right to Buy 
helping them to reinvest in affordable housing locally

This is a positive move, although we 
would like to have seen smaller rural 
communities be exempt from Right 
to Buy altogether to keep social 
housing within rural communities

£900 Million confirmed for Shared Prosperity Fund No mention however of the Rural 
England Prosperity Fund…how will 
the SPF be allocated?



Campaigning for a fair deal for rural communities

Announcement Rural Impact

Core Spending Power will 
increase for local 
government services by 
£1.3billion

How much of this will go on improving services? £600 Million is the Social Care Grant 

Business Rates Business rates pilots will continue into 2025-26 for West of England, Cornwall, 
Liverpool City Region and the Greater London Authority. Greater Manchester and the 
West Midlands will have their own “trailblazer” pilot arrangements from 2025-26, 
although in practice they will look very similar in the short term. 

Engagement on Business Rate reform: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67212a5f4da1c0d41942a8c1/Transfor
ming_Business_Rates.pdf 

Fuel Duty freeze Good for rural residents that rely on the private vehicle, although won’t encourage 
move to public transport. Future implications when freeze is removed

Bus Fare Cap increase 
from £2 to £3

Good that the cap remains but at 50% increase that may hit viability of rural services if 
passenger numbers reduce.  Only useful where buses exist!

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67212a5f4da1c0d41942a8c1/Transforming_Business_Rates.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67212a5f4da1c0d41942a8c1/Transforming_Business_Rates.pdf
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Announcement Rural Impact

Local Government Reorganisation “The upcoming English Devolution White Paper will set out more detail 
on the government’s devolution plans, including on working with 
councils to move to simpler structures that make sense for their local 
areas, with efficiency savings from council reorganisation helping to meet 
the needs of local people.”

Potential impact in rural areas where devolution deals are currently not 
finalised.  Potential impact for reorganisation of district and county 
councils 
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Wider impact of budget will be felt across 
organisations that support our rural communities
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Letter to the Minister
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