Subject:                                     FW: Paper between National Trust and RSN.

A STATEMENT OF INTENT  BETWEEN THE NATIONAL TRUST AND THE RURAL SERVICES NETWORK

The National Trust and the Rural Services Network believe there is mutual benefit, in both strategic and practical terms, to be gained from having expressed areas of foreseen  partnership agreed between themselves. This is however an informal arrangement rather than any formal form of contract.  Certain areas of work have therefore been identified for further exploration or progress.

This partnership working is not intended to generate additional areas of work for either party, but rather to add value to existing plans and interests through the sharing of information, data and resources.  Nor is this a financial relationship between the parties.  Moreover, it will not constrain the views expressed by either party on issues of policy interest to them. Both parties will obviously continue to hold independent views on issues and it is accepted these views may from time to time be at variance. This paper merely scopes where it is felt the organisations may work together in the perceived overall rural interest.

The National Trust will be treated by the Rural Services Network as an “associate member” of the Rural Services Partnership (its arm for those members who are not principal local authorities).  This will, for example, give the National Trust access to the Rural Services Network’s news service and its free seminar series.

Practical areas to be explored and / or progressed include:

·         Data sharing, so that local economic, social and environmental data held by the two parties can be accessed by each and possibly analysed alongside each other;

·         Good practice, so that local work by the National Trust on issues such as housing, local services, local economies and community energy schemes can be written up as case study material for promotion through (amongst other places) the RSN Online website;

·         Surveys, so the Rural Services Network can gain some use of the National Trust focus group once a year if it wishes and the National Trust can ask some questions through a Rural Services Network membership survey once a year if it wishes;

·         Giving each other advanced notice of “campaigns” and programmes of research and/or survey.

·         Dissemination, for example of National Trust documents on its practice or research through channels such as the Rural Services Network Weekly Digest.  (The Rural Services Network would retain editorial control of news items on its website and Digest);

·         Governance, through the National Trust taking up a seat on the Executive of the Rural Services Partnership.

There may also be certain areas of joint policy interest where an exchange of information and views are deemed valuable e.g. the implementation of neighbourhood planning.

Given the areas for exploration and / or progress noted above, the Rural Services Network will treat the National Trust as a partner in developing its ‘Rural England’ services for its membership.  This does not imply any workload for the National Trust.

This arrangement is something which both parties will be able to cite in documents or correspondence about themselves.

The National Trust and the Rural Services Network will name individuals to oversee this agreement, who will meet at least annually to review its usefulness and progress.  Unless they decide otherwise the arrangement will roll forward.  Either party can give notice on this arrangement.

It is expected that officers in the two organisations responsible for the areas of joint interest named in this paper will work together or meet, as appropriate, in order to explore and progress them.
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