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About Us

• Financially independent membership organisation 
with over 500 organisations in membership

• National champion for rural services

• Raise the profile of rural areas and Campaign 
Government on your behalf

• Also provide you and your organisation with breaking 
news, spotlight publications, research, events, 
promotion and networking opportunities

https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/page/rsn-membership


Over 500 RSN member organisations and 
growing!

Broad Membership

Local authorities
Market towns   Health Providers

Housing Associations Fire Authorities
Utility Companies Transport Providers 

Advice and Special Interest Groups





Member Benefits

•Publication sent straight to your inbox
•Opportunity to network and share best practice
•Seminar and events programme
•National Rural Conference
•Rural research and analysis
•Campaigning



Publications

• Weekly news bulletin and political round up
• Monthly funding digest
• Monthly commentary on rural headlines
• Quarterly housing spotlight
• Quarterly economy spotlight

All delivered 
straight to 
your inbox



Seminar Programme

• 8 seminars tied key rural themes
• Expert speakers from industry & academia
• Q&A and networking opportunities
• 547 delegates last year
• Inclusive and carbon friendly
• Held on Zoom



National Rural Conference
Circa 500 delegates 
attended 
sessions online 
throughout the week

Save the date!  
2024 

CONFERENCE 
online 
16-19 

September



Government Policy Reviews
Our Rural Lens Series provide a useful overview on government policy

To view the full Rural Lens series covering over 20 topics visit: 
https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/tag/rural-lens/page/1/  

https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/tag/rural-lens/page/1/


Commission Independent Research

Click each image to 
read the full report

Rural Cost of Living 
Survey generated 
over 7,000 responses

https://rsnonline.org.uk/images/publications/rural-as-a-region-the-hidden-challenge-for-levelling-up.pdf
https://rsnonline.org.uk/images/publications/rural-cost-of-living.pdf


Support Back Bench Debate

The RSN provide briefing papers for both the House of Lord 
and Commons to inform rural debate.

“Although I am only 10 days into the 
job, I am very happy to talk to more 
colleagues about local government 
finance in general. I am keen to 
understand, to learn and to take the 
expertise that the all-party group 
and others have demonstrated over 
so many years to assist me in my 
role in the months ahead”
Lee Rowley DLUHC

Watch the footage from Parliament TV at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vuRToZxp-Qg 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vuRToZxp-Qg


Respond to Government Consultations
We make our members voices heard, examples:
• Phasing out fossil fuel heating in homes, businesses and public buildings off gas grid 

• Landscapes Review (National Parks and AONBs): implementing the review

• Fire Reform White Paper – Reforming our Fire and Rescue Service

• A plan for digital health and social care

• Rural Powerhouse APPG – Rural Cost of Living

• Voluntary Guidance for Community Benefits for electricity transmission network infrastructure

• OFGEM Resilience Guidance

• Very Hard to Reach Premises Consultation

• Universal Service Obligation Consultation

As well providing the secretariat for the 
All Party Parliamentary Group for Rural Services



Secured £15million additional funding
Influenced the final Local Government Settlement 
2023/24
• Swiftly responded to the provisional Local Government Announcement 

made in December 2023.

• Galvanised rural MPs with key messaging.

• Resulting in a £15million increase to the Rural Services Delivery Grant

Still more work to do and we won’t be resting until rural local 
authorities get their fair share of government funding.

                Find out more at: 
    https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/page/fairer-funding-campaign 

https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/page/fairer-funding-campaign


Influenced Further Afield
With government departments, House of Lords and National service 
providers

• DEFRA Rural Impact Forum
• Launched Winning the Rural Vote in Parliament
• Participated in BT Digital Voice Advisory Group on telephone switchover
• Broadcast 2040 campaign, the future of analogue TV
• DEFRA Rural England Prosperity Fund meeting 
• Good Design Guide Project
• Localis collection of essays  - published on Rural Planning
• Part of Rural Homelessness Coalition
• Part of National Alliance for Cultural Services



And finally, we keep Rural Issues in the 
news!

Around 20,000 subscribers

https://rsnonline.org.uk/page/media-coverage 

For example in recent months, RSN has been 
included in:

LocalGov Articles – Implications on Rural 
Planning
Tech Republic article on Digital Connectivity
Express Newspaper – Winning the Rural Vote
Guardian newspaper – Rural Bank Closures
Social Footprint Podcast – Digital Connectivity

https://rsnonline.org.uk/page/media-coverage
https://twitter.com/RSNonline
https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/category/news


Thank you
For any queries about Rural Services Network 

membership please contact: 
Nadine Trout, Assistant Chief Executive

nadine.trout@sparse.gov.uk 
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