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Young People in 
Rural Areas

This presentation will 
cover:

• Revitalising Rural 
Campaign

• Facts and figures 
about Young 
People in Rural 
areas



We want a fairer 
distribution of 

national resources 
to rural areas and 
for more nuanced 
national policies 
that reflect rural 
circumstances.



Levelling Up White Paper 2022
Potential is shaped from the very beginning of our 
lives, and all children and families need to be able 
to access high quality early years education, schools 
and support. 

This provides a strong base for subsequent 
investment in skills, ensuring that young people 
and adults can train to access job opportunities and 
move up the career ladder, regardless of their 
characteristics, background or where they live. 



Defra statistical digest 2022



Population trends?

• Predominantly Rural areas have 
proportionately seen large falls in the 
population aged 30 to 39 and higher 
proportional increases in the older 
population. 

• The population aged 65 and over 
increased by 37 per cent in 
Predominantly Rural areas between 
2001 and 2015, compared with 17 per 
cent in Predominantly Urban areas. 

• Predominantly Rural areas have seen 
an increase of 7% in infants (0 to 4-
year olds) compared with a 22% 
increase in Predominantly Urban 
areas.



Young People in 
Rural Areas



Getting to school

Average journey 
length to school by 
settlement type in 
England 2018/2019

DEFRA statistical Digest 2022



Quality of School

For every type of school inspected (with the 
exception of nursery schools), a higher
percentage are rated as Outstanding in 
Predominantly Urban local authority areas 
compared to those in Predominantly Rural

The converse is true for schools rated as 
Inadequate, where there is generally a higher 
percentage in Predominantly Rural local authority 
areas than seen in Predominantly Urban



Proportion of companies in Predominantly 
Urban / Rural areas featuring graduate 

scheme on their website



Rural areas in 22/23 will still receive some 37% (£105) 
per head in Settlement Funding Assessment 

grant LESS than their urban counterparts



Rural residents will pay, on average, 21% (£104) per 

head MORE in Council Tax than their urban 
counterparts due to receiving less government grant



Result of unfair funding…

The impact is that there are 
MUCH LESS funds for rural 
councils to spend on essential 
but discretionary services

Rural Councils get less 
Government Grant than 
Urban Councils

Statutory Services have 
to be funded by Councils 
and those services are 
also more underfunded 
in rural areas





NHS Funding
• No simple pounds per 

head assessments are 
available

• Nuffield Trust report on 
behalf of the National 
Centre for Rural Health 
and Care on “A rapid 
review of the impact of 
rurality on the cost of 
delivering healthcare” 
concluded that:

“these adjustments (for 
rurality) may not be 
compensating enough 
to avoid some rural 
Trusts facing increased 
difficulties”
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Child Poverty
JR Foundation recently published the UK Poverty 
Report 2022

“We cannot break the overall poverty statistics down 
below regional level…”

“Regions in South have lowest poverty rates (South 
West, South East, East of England) at 19%”

Number of children living in poverty for authorities in South West *:
Cornwall 30.8%
Torridge 32.4% According to End Child Poverty Website 2019/2020
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Housing is relatively 
expensive to buy or 
to rent privately in 
rural areas and can 
be beyond the 
means of many.

Excluding London, 
the average house 
purchase price is 
£90,000 higher in 
rural areas than it is 
in urban areas



The proportion of Predominantly 
Rural, One Family, Couple with 
Dependent Children households 
that have no cars or vans in the 
household is 3.8%.
For Predominantly Urban the 
proportion is 10.9%. 

The proportions with 2 or 
more cars or vans in the 
household are 70.1% for 
Predominantly Rural and 
50.0% for Predominantly 
Urban.

Census 2011 







Connectivity

• Some 7% of rural households 
or premises cannot access a 
decent fixed broadband 
connection of 10Mbps

• A sixth of rural premises 
cannot  yet benefit from 
superfast speeds

• Some 30% of those in 
England are premises where 
it is not possible to make an 
indoor phone call on all four 
of the networks

• It is not possible to get an 
indoor 4G connection on all 
four networks at a majority 
(54%) of rural premises



RSN COMMENTS

The ‘Improving Public Services’ outcome
sought will never be equitably achievable in
rural areas unless and until all the funding
formulae for the allocation of national funds
to local authorities (and other public service
organisations) are fair and reflect the
addition costs of service delivery in rural
areas

The proposal to support Young People must
reach rural areas. Access to out of school
activities is hampered by the lack of public
transport

“Every young person” sounds great but will
not be delivered if all that is done is funding
into projects in “areas of England with high
levels of child income deprivation” and
“deprived major urban areas”. Out of school
facilities also need to be accessible in rural
areas with scattered populations.



Levelling Up 12 Missions
1. By 2030, pay, employment and productivity will have risen in every area of the UK, with each containing a globally competitive city, with the gap 
between the top performing and other areas closing.

2. By 2030, domestic public investment in Research & Development outside the Greater South East will increase by at least 40% and at least one third 
over the Spending Review period, with that additional government funding seeking to leverage at least twice as much private sector investment over 
the long term to stimulate innovation and productivity growth.

3. By 2030, local public transport connectivity across the country will be significantly closer to the standards of London, with improved services, simpler 
fares and integrated ticketing.

4. By 2030, the UK will have nationwide gigabit-capable broadband and 4G coverage, with 5G coverage for the majority of the population.

5. By 2030, the number of primary school children achieving the expected standard in reading, writing and maths will have significantly increased. In 
England, this will mean 90% of children will achieve the expected standard, and the percentage of children meeting the expected standard in the worst 
performing areas will have increased by over a third.

6. By 2030, the number of people successfully completing high-quality skills training will have significantly increased in every area of the UK. In England, 
this will lead to 200,000 more people successfully completing high-quality skills training annually, driven by 80,000 more people completing courses in 
the lowest skilled areas.

7. By 2030, the gap in Healthy Life Expectancy (HLE) between local areas where it is highest and lowest will have narrowed, and by 2035 HLE will rise by 5 
years.

8. By 2030, well-being will have improved in every area of the UK, with the gap between top performing and other areas closing.

9. By 2030, pride in place, such as people’s satisfaction with their town centre and engagement in local culture and community, will have risen in every 
area of the UK, with the gap between the top performing and other areas closing.

10. By 2030, renters will have a secure path to ownership with the number of first-time buyers increasing in all areas; and the government’s ambition is 
for the number of non-decent rented homes to have fallen by 50%, with the biggest improvements in the lowest performing areas.

11. By 2030, homicide, serious violence, and neighbourhood crime will have fallen, focused on the worst-affected areas.

12. By 2030, every part of England that wants one will have a devolution deal with powers at or approaching the highest level of devolution and a 
simplified, long-term funding settlement.



The Rural Services 
Network is fighting for a 
fair deal for rural 
communities, in all public 
sector funding
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