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Seminars are free to 
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Rural Services 

Network. 

Book your place for 
upcoming seminars 

now!
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We want a fairer 
distribution of 

national resources 
to rural areas and 
for more nuanced 
national policies 
that reflect rural 
circumstances.



Housing has a critical role in 
delivering the outcomes that 
levelling up aims to achieve 
across the UK.  

Housing is a necessity to 
support economic growth

Without enough housing, 
productivity growth will be 
constrained as the engine of 
the economy – labour 
mobility is slowed and the 
benefits realised from the 
location of people, business 
and finance in the same area 
is undermined.



GVA per workforce job is £45,500 in 
predominantly rural areas 
compared with £50,900 in 
Predominantly Urban areas 
(excluding London)

Statistical Digest of Rural England, May 2022



Wages earned in  
rural areas are lower 
on average than in 
urban areas

Statistical Digest of Rural England, May 2022



Average House Prices

Year ending Q2 
2020

Year ending Q2 
2021

Rural £340,500 £378,000
Urban (Excluding London) £248,800 £270,800
Urban All £312,300 £337,900
England £317,300 £344,900



Cost of living crisis in rural areas is particularly acute
• Locally earned wages lower than average
• The rising cost of fuel felt by those that rely on private vehicle to access employment, 

education, skills or healthcare services
• Large fuel poverty gap in rural areas where homes are often less energy efficient and 

rely on expensive forms of fuel
• Accessing housing at a rate that can be afforded on local wages is difficult





Mission 10

• By 2030, renters will have a secure path to ownership with the 
number of first-time buyers increasing in all areas; and the 
government’s ambition is for the number of non-decent rented 
homes to have fallen by 50%, with the biggest improvements in the 
lowest-performing areas.

• To achieve this mission by 2030, the UK Government will build on 
previous schemes and continue to support first-time buyers through a 
range of ownership policies, including the First Homes programme.



Rural As a Region

• English rural local authorities are home to one 
fifth of the population, 4.8 million workers, and 
half a million businesses.

• Based on the government’s own white paper 
headline metrics, rural’s need for levelling up 
would be greater than any other.

• When all the headline metrics across which 
rural performance can be measured are 
considered and compared against other nine 
geographies, England’s hidden region has on 
average further to level up than any other.

• But, despite its scale and need, the needs of 
this ‘region’ are poorly reflected in the 
government’s levelling up framework.



MISSING 
METRICS

• The current white 
paper metrics are 
predominantly urban 
focused, and do not 
capture disadvantage 
in rural economies

• The inclusion of 
additional metrics 
would help to identify 
those areas most in 
need of levelling up at 
a local level



Without taking into 
account these 
supplementary 
metrics, levelling up 
support may end up 
widening the gap
between rural 
communities and 
their town and city 
counterparts.



https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/tag/rural-lens



The Rural Services 
Network is fighting for a 
fair deal for rural 
communities, in all public 
sector funding


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Average House Prices
	Cost of living crisis in rural areas is particularly acute�
	Slide Number 10
	Mission 10
	Rural As a Region
	MISSING METRICS
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16

