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Seminars are free to 
member 

organisations of the 
Rural Services 

Network. 

Book your place for 
upcoming seminars 

now!
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We want a fairer 
distribution of 

national resources 
to rural areas and 
for more nuanced 
national policies 
that reflect rural 
circumstances.



Rural or market 
towns play unique 

role in rural 
economies and life, 

acting as focal 
point for hinterland 
of smaller villages 

and hamlets

5.2 million people 
live in 

settlements or 
areas classified as 

rural town and 
fringe

Only 46% of rural 
residents have a 

bank branch within 
5km of their home 

compared with 98% 
of urban

Urban counties 
spend 23% more 

than rural counties 
on library services



Rural areas are
facing 
challenges 
which have 
impact on their 
town centres, 
high streets and 
village hubs



Not everyone shares equally in the UK’s success.

While talent is spread equally across our country, 
opportunity is not. Levelling up is a mission to 
challenge, and change, that unfairness. Levelling up 
means giving everyone the opportunity to flourish.

There are stark geographical inequalities 
between and within our cities, towns and villages.

As this long-term programme of change is 
delivered, the diference will begin to be felt in 
communities, high streets, workplaces, pubs, 
restaurants, football grounds and theatres. People 
deserve to live in a country where life is not a 
postcode lottery, where by staying local you can go 
far. 



By 2030, local public transport 
connectivity across the country 
will be significantly closer to the 
standards of London, with 
improved services, simpler fares 
and integrated ticketing. 



Awareness raising of key issues for rural communities



Campaigning on behalf of 
rural services



Sharing best practice for our rural communities



The Rural Services 
Network is fighting for a 
fair deal for rural 
communities, in all public 
sector funding
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