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Broadcast and radio is integral to people’s 

daily lives 

• As the cost of living crisis bites, for 
many people on lower incomes, 
expensive monthly subscriptions 
are a luxury they can’t afford

• Broadcast TV and radio (Freeview) 
offers great value for money

• It is universally available for all

• It also plays an important role in 
creating a sense of national 
unity and making people feel 
more connected to others
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63% of adults in rural areas have 
viewed Freeview in the last year, 

with 48% watching weekly

Ipsos research shows that…
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There is no commitment for broadcast TV 
and radio past the early 2030s…

• The 2022 Government White Paper said 

broadcast “ will continue to be an important 

content distribution channel for at least the 

remainder of the 2020s and likely into the 

early 2030s.” 

• This highlights the lack of long-term 

commitment by the Government. 

• There remains no certainty or clarity on the 

future of broadcast TV and radio services.
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Some key events and perspectives will shape 
the future of Broadcast TV and radio…

The World 

Radiocommunication 

Conference in November 

2023 will determine whether 

broadcast TV maintains its 

allocation of spectrum 

radiofrequencies – which 

enables it to be delivered 

across the UK.

In December 2022, the BBC 

Director-General Tim Davie 

said a “switch off of broadcast 

will and should happen over 

time, and we should be active 

in planning for it” 

Ofcom is undertaking a 

review of the UK TV 

distribution market. This 

review, which is to be 

completed by 2025, will 

influence whether broadcast 

TV remains sustainable and 

available for everyone. 
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• Broadcast services matter to 
millions of people and it’s 
vital that we protect them

• The coalition are asking the 
Government to safeguard this 
national asset for the long-
term – until 2040 and beyond

That’s why we’ve launched the Broadcast 
2040+ campaign…
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Growing media interest in broadcasting’s 

long-term future
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Growing discussion within Westminster and a 

Parliamentary petition in support of broadcast

(As of 13 February 2023)
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/630957

Private and confidential8

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/630957


What does this mean 

for rural communities?

Ensuring rural people feel connected 

to society as a whole and can 

continue to receive TV and radio 

services

Making sure those in rural areas have 

access to vital public information and 

Entertainment

Championing the needs of the most 

vulnerable people in rural 

communities

How can RSN 

members help?

Amplify the Broadcast 2040+ 

message and let us know if 

organisations in your network want to 

join 

Sign the Silver Voices petition to 

guarantee access to broadcast and 

radio

Write to your local MP, explaining to 

them why you value broadcast

9 If you are interested in joining the coalition please email Laurie.patten@arqiva.com
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Thank you


