
Welcome to RSN Seminar
Rural Net Zero

25th January 2023



Seminars are free to 
member 

organisations of the 
Rural Services 

Network. 

Book your place at our 
seminar programme 

for 2023

https://rsnonline.org.uk/images/meetings/online-seminars/2023/seminar-programme.pdf
https://rsnonline.org.uk/images/meetings/online-seminars/2023/seminar-programme.pdf


Priority Areas for the Rural Services Network



The Rural Services Network is 
fighting for a fair deal for rural 
communities, in all public sector 
funding



We want a fairer 
distribution of 

national resources 
to rural areas and 
for more nuanced 
national policies 
that reflect rural 
circumstances.



Rural areas need to benefit proportionately from 
the expected growth of green sectors 

It’s unsure whether measures within the strategy 
will reach or target rural transport networks

Most of the onshore energy generation from 
renewable sources takes place in rural areas, so its 
expansion will likely play out most often in rural 
areas.

Strategy implementation will need to be 
affordable, achievable and fair in rural areas with 
their characteristics.

It would seem helpful if there was a dedicated rural 
representative on the planned Local Net Zero 
Forum.

Rural Services Network’s headline thoughts on the Net Zero 
Strategy



Independent review of 
published Jan 2023

• The RSN responded to call for evidence on 
Net Zero in September 2022

• Resulting in an independent review Mission 
Zero

• It is 138,000 words long across 340 pages

• The word ‘rural’ features 8 times

• The word ‘bus’ features 9 times



Net Zero Review sets out how to achieve 
this opportunity across 6 pillars

129 
recommendations
With 25 key actions 

for 2025

• Pillar 1 - Securing Net Zero
• Pillar 2 - Powering Net Zero
• Pillar 3 - Net Zero and the 

economy
• Pillar 4 - Net Zero and the 

community
• Pillar 5 - Net Zero and the 

individual
• Pillar 6 - Net Zero and the future



Electricity 
network in 
rural areas 
resilient for 
increased 
demand?

Lack of public 
transport in 
rural areas.
Bus 
Improvement 
Funding not 
targeting rural 
areas

Housing stock 
in rural areas is 
older and will 
cost 
significantly 
more to 
implement

Heat pumps 
are currently 
expensive, 
rural first 
approach puts 
rural 
communities 
at a 
disadvantage

Extract from 
Government Net 
Zero review, Jan 
2023



Public Transport

• This doesn’t mention the specific lack of public transport 
in rural areas, the lack of funding for rural councils which 
must focus on statutory services from their lesser 
resources, to the detriment of discretionary services 
such as public transport



Energy Efficiency - Heating

• The report recognises the challenges of insulating 
homes, but doesn’t specifically reference the higher 
proportion of older hard to heat properties in rural areas.

• It also doesn’t mention the higher fuel poverty gap in 
rural areas.



Rural communities can play a key role in the 
journey to Net Zero – but policies relating to 
transport, energy efficiency heating, and the 
green economy must include specific reference 
to the challenges our rural communities face, and 
the opportunities that they can capitalise on, to 
truly enable the country to reach Net Zero



Levelling Up

Click here to view our full levelling up analysis

https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/images/rural-lens/levelling-up-white-paper-rural-lens-review-overarching-critique.pdf
https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/category/levelling-up-analysis
https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/images/rural-lens/levelling-up-white-paper-rural-lens-review-overarching-critique.pdf


And finally
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