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We are a membership 
body

with over 500 
organisations all with 

an interest in 
delivering services in 

rural areas.





Winter 2023/2024

Campaigning for a fair deal for rural communities

Key Dates

29th 
November 
2023

Westminster Hall Debate on 
Rural Council Funding

18th 
December 
2023

Provisional Settlement for 
Local Government Finance 
Announced

15th January 
2024 11.59pm

Closing date for consultation

5th Feb 2024 Final Settlement announced 

RSN campaigned throughout this time:

• Provided draft responses to the 
consultation to local authorities 

• Provided briefings to MPs ahead of the 
provisional Settlement

• Provided targeted briefings to MPs 
during the consultation period of the 
impact in their constituency

• Responded on behalf of rural areas to 
consultation
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Sparse Rural Councils

Chart to show Council tax levels of Sparse rural members compared to 
Urban average for 2024-2025

RED LINE IS 
URBAN 

AVERAGE



Campaigning for a fair deal for rural communities

Maps on the 
left shows rural 
vs urban 
constituencies

Maps on the 
right shows top 
30% of areas 
with the 
highest council 
tax



Discretionary 
Services

Campaigning for a fair deal for rural communities





What we wanted

Campaigning for a fair deal for rural communities

• Deliver fairer funding by applying in full (without damping) the effects of the 
changes made (but not fully implemented) to the Needs Assessment component 
of the funding formula in 2013 and increase the exemplified benefits to rural 
councils to reflect inflation in the intervening years. 

• Create public funding formulae which ensure the unique service needs, delivery 
constraints and the whole range of extra costs of delivering services in rural areas 
(and not just travel costs) are properly reflected. 



What have we achieved?

Campaigning for a fair deal for rural communities



Our work continues…

Campaigning for a fair deal for rural communities



The Rural Services 
Network is fighting for 
a fair deal for rural 
communities, in all 
public sector funding



Campaigning for a fair deal for rural communities

Poll results to questions posed at 
seminar
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