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Campaigning for a fair deal for rural communities

Three foundations for effective rural policy



Campaigning for a fair deal for rural communities

Everyone deserves access to a warm, safe, affordable home. 
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Rural Affordable Housing

Wages earned in rural 
areas are lower than 
in urban areas, and 
the cost of living in 
rural areas is higher.

Annual price paid for terrace 
or semi-detached house in 
rural areas is higher in rural 
areas compared to urban 
(outside of London)
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Source: 
Rural House price £313,085 (DEFRA 2024) 
UK salary £37,430 (ONS ASHE 2024)
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Reforming Site Thresholds 
Consultation – closes today!
• Moving to a more proportionate planning system that offers a more gradated 

approach and responds to the needs of different sizes of site. This includes lifting 
disproportionate requirements for the smaller sites, streamlining requirements 
for medium sites, and setting clearer expectations for strategic sites.

• Establishing clearer categories of development that can support a more 
effective market, greater consistency across the planning system, and allows 
more sophisticated and targeted approaches to government policy – both now 
and in the future.

• Providing greater up-front certainty on planning requirements for different 
site sizes – to help de-risk and speed up development.
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Step 1 – Deliver the biggest boost to grant 
funding in a generation

Step 2 – Rebuild the sector’s capacity to 
borrow and invest in new and existing 

homes

Step 3 –Establish and effective and stable 
regulatory regime

Step 4 –Reinvigorate Council 
Housebuilding

Step 5 – Forge a renewed partnership with 
the social and affordable housing sector to 

build at scale
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