
The National Champion For Rural Services 

Rural Health and Care Seminar

November 
2025



The Rural Services Network

Membership body of around 
475 organisations

Special Interest Group of the Local 
Government Association

National Champion for rural 
services ensuring that rural have a 

strong voice 



Delivering for All
Three foundations for 
effective rural policy



Resources…



Government plans for health



10 year plan



Rural Lens Review
Disappointing not a plan to tackle social care 
issues
The rural dimension of the workforce 
recruitment and retention issues must be fully 
reflected as the issues are addressed.
Roll-out of Neighbourhood Health Centres  - 
rural areas described in the 10-Year Plan as 
having the worse performing outcomes 
BUT…roll-out of Neighbourhood Health Centres is 
to be based on prioritising healthy life 
expectancy. There are concerns that rural areas 
will be ‘at the end of the queue’ despite the 
myriad of challenges that are faced in accessing 
healthcare and in the social infrastructure which 
can impact on health outcomes



Rural is mentioned!

“While the focus on personalised, coordinated care will be consistent, 
that will mean the service offer will look different in rural communities, 
coastal towns or deprived inner cities.”
 “Evidence shows that people in working class jobs, who are from ethnic 
minority backgrounds, who live in rural or coastal areas or 
deindustrialised inner cities, who have experienced domestic violence, or 
who are homeless, are more likely to experience worse NHS access, 
worse outcomes and to die younger.”
“We know, including from our engagement, that ‘one size fits all’ misses 
the distinct needs of women, people from ethnic minority backgrounds 
or people who live in more rural communities, among many others.”

A government document has recognised that one size fits all doesn’t 
work!!!



Neighbourhood Health Centres

• Government announcement 24th Nov
• 250 new health ‘one stop shops’ will bring the right 

local combination from GPs, nurses, dentists and 
pharmacists together under one roof to best meet 
the needs of the community, starting in the most 
deprived areas.

• Patients will get treatment minutes from home 
instead of travelling miles to often hard to reach 
hospitals, so the NHS is organised around patients’ 
needs - rather than patients organising their lives 
around the NHS.



What does the RSN want?



Are You a Resident of a 
Rural Area in England?

The National Champion For Rural Services 

Your voice will directly inform policy 
discussions with Government 

Departments, MPs, and decision-
makers.

If you live in rural England, that means: 

• Small towns, villages, hamlets, or isolated rural areas.
• Outside major cities and large urban areas.

We Want To Hear From You!

• Time: 8-10 minutes
• Format: Online survey
• Confidential: Anonymous responses

Take Part In Our Research.
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