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The Rural Services 
Network is fighting for a 
fair deal for rural 
communities, in all public 
sector funding

Rural areas with their abundance of natural assets are well placed to embrace 
the country’s transition to Net Zero and tackle biodiversity loss, and with 
government investment can deliver jobs in green growth sectors. 

Rural communities must benefit from schemes that are based within their area 
and not just be a location for urban solutions. 

Many government actions proposed cannot be implemented until rural 
electricity supply networks are improved and reasonably priced sustainable 
energy alternatives are available. 

From energy production to unlocking digital potential to increase jobs, rural 
areas offer a range of opportunities that could benefit all. 



Rural Net Zero

Rural Net Zero ‘In the news’
https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/tag/rural-net-zero





Community 
Action 

Northumberland

Established 1951

Part of the ACRE Network

Still funded by Defra

21 staff (15 FTEs)









• Reduce carbon 
footprint

• Lower energy costs

• Increase resilience

Net Zero 
Objectives



Energy & fuel 
poverty

• Warm Hubs

• Community buildings

• Slow cooking revolution

• Northumberland off-grid 
task force

• Community energy

• Energy Advice

• Domestic carbon 
reduction project







What is it?

• Collaboration

• Across the rural North East

• £1.3 million Climate Action Fund

• 4 years



What will it do? • Community energy projects

• Community carbon assessments

• Energy advice for households

• Training & skills development

• Inspiring young people

• Evaluation, learning and spreading 
the word





Household energy advice

Target

(to Mar ‘25)

Achieved

(to Oct ‘24)

No. advice events/workshops 20 38

No. households reached at events 380 704

No. home visits delivered 200 180

No. telephone advice calls 290 260

Total distinct households reached 900 1476

PV systems installed 60 68

ASHPs installed 90 63









Northumberland Community 
Energy Ltd (NCEL)



Aims:

1. Reduce energy costs for 
community buildings

2. Support resilience in 
response to long term 
climate change and 
short-term events

3. Reduce carbon 
footprint of community 
activities

…all whilst limiting risk and 
maximising reward for 
community groups



How it works

• NCEL funds, installs, insures, 
operates & maintains all 
equipment

• NCEL manages grid connection, 
metering and grid feed in  

• NCEL has a peppercorn lease 
arrangement with the community 
group for 20 years

• Community group buys power 
from Coop at a discount rate of 
£0.15,  fixed for 20 years

• When local generation is not 
available, community group buys 
energy from grid as usual

• At end of the lease, equipment 
passes to community building 



NCEL governance

• NCEL formed as a Community Benefit Society, with support from 
Cooperatives UK and Cooperative Bank

• All participating community buildings have a right to be a 
member of NCEL 

• One member / one share / one vote

• Liability limited to £1

• Members appoint directors from mixture of members and 
independent directors with relevant expertise

• Asset lock



NCEL current position

70+ feasibility studies complete

20  planning permissions

10 installations complete

6 installations commissioned

Project Manager (funded by CAIRN)

NEPO

Strategic funding



Learning

CAIRN – Climate Action in Rural North East - NICRE

https://nicre.co.uk/projects/partnership-projects/cairn-climate-action-in-rural-north-east/


Ofgem short film – Warm Hubs

NICRE short film – Solar-powered 
community buildings

Email: andydean@ca-north.org.uk

Website: www.ca-north.org.uk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B2Xga59F9H4&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CIf8fl0f3jg&t=5s
mailto:andydean@ca-north.org.uk
http://www.ca-north.org.uk/




Making Net Zero a District 
Priority

Mark Cassidy 

Chief Officer Planning & Climate Change









Courtesy: Channel 4, The Great Climate Fight, 2023



Lobbying in Westminster



Courtesy: 
Channel 4, The 
Great Climate 

Fight, 2023
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Salt Ayre Leisure Centre







Planning and Climate Change Service 
climate-emergency@lancaster.gov.uk
https://www.lancaster.gov.uk/

https://www.lancaster.gov.uk/


Public

Introduction to 
NESO & SSEP
Reece Emmitt
Stakeholder Engagement Manager



Public

Overview

1. About National Energy System Operator (NESO)

2. Introduction to strategic energy planning

3. Strategic Spatial Energy Plan (SSEP)

Public



Public

We must work collectively at a local, regional and national scale to realise the 
benefits of the energy transition for Great Britain, and the people who live here.

A Changing Energy Landscape



Public

The National Energy System Operator
The National Energy System Operator, NESO, is an independent, 
public corporation at the centre of the energy system taking a 
whole system view to create a world where everyone has 
access to reliable, clean and affordable energy.
Our work will be the catalyst for change across the global community, 
forging the path to a sustainable future for everyone.

The challenge
Tackling climate change is truly the challenge of our generation; 
addressing energy security, sustainability and affordability for everyone 
is at the forefront of the global agenda and drive to meet net zero.
It is our job to transform the whole energy system to meet these 
challenges and transition to a low-carbon future, embracing new 
technologies and cleaner generation sources, always with the cost to 
the consumer in mind.

Your Energy 
Your Future 
Our Purpose



Public

What We Do
We bring together eight activities 
required to deliver the plans, markets 
and operations of the energy system 
of today and the future. 

Bringing these activities together in 
one organisation encourages holistic 
thinking on the most cost-efficient 
and sustainable solutions to the 
needs of our customers.



Confidential

Public

What We Do
Strategic Planning

We take a long-term approach  to 
planning, that identifies whole 
energy system needs and ensures 
that the system can be designed  
and built accordingly. 



Public

Strategic Energy Planning: Projects
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Public

Strategic 
Spatial 
Energy Plan

NESO acts as a 
body independent 
of asset owners to 
coordinate system 
design and 
planning efforts 
across the energy 
system.

The Strategic Spatial Energy Plan (SSEP) will set out a long-term view of what 
energy sources are needed to reach net zero, and their most optimal locations 
across Great Britain on a zonal basis. This will consider from 2030 – 2050 and 
will build on Clean Power 2030.

• What? A GB-wide plan that will map potential zonal locations, quantities and types of 
electricity and hydrogen generation and storage over time, modelled across a range 
of plausible futures.  

• Why? The SSEP will help accelerate and optimise the transition to clean, affordable 
and secure energy in Great Britain. It is part of a set of strategic energy plans that will 
help us achieve net zero by 2050. The SSEP was recommended in the  Electricity 
Network Commissioner’s 2023 Report.

• Pathway Options: We will develop options for how the energy system could look in 
the future. These will be presented to the UK Secretary of State of Energy Security and 
Net Zero, who will confirm to NESO which pathway should be taken forward for public 
consultation.

• Commission: We were jointly commissioned by UK, Scottish and Welsh governments 
in October to create an SSEP for the energy system, land and sea, across Great Britain. 



Public

Commission 
We were jointly commissioned by UK, 
Scottish and Welsh governments in 
October to create an SSEP for the 
energy system, land and sea, across 
Great Britain. 

Stakeholder and Societal Engagement
Extensive and accessible engagement with a 
broad range of stakeholders will be critical to 
make sure the SSEP considers the views of experts, 
society, and  of communities across the country.

• Two-way engagement with experts, interest 
groups, and local communities, so their 
expertise, insight and opinions are considered.

• Feedback used alongside technical, 
environmental and economic data as key 
inputs to the modelling and analytic process 
which will produce the SSEP.Methodology

We have developed a draft 
methodology which sets out more 
detail on how the SSEP will be produced, 
including:

• Underpinning economic and 
geospatial modelling

• Environmental assessments
• Stakeholder and societal 

engagement   

Creation of the SSEP
Public

Pathway Options 
We will develop options for how the 
energy system could look in the future. 
These will be presented to the UK 
Secretary of State of Energy Security and 
Net Zero, who will confirm to NESO which 
pathway should be taken forward for 
public consultation.

Draft and final SSEP
Upon completion of the Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA), 
Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 
and public consultation, the final 
proposal will pass through governance 
before the final SSEP is published.
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PublicPublic

Email us at: 
box.ssep@nationalenergyso.com

mailto:box.ssep@nationalenergyso.com
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