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What's happening in rural areas?  eg."

Urban areas of England, Jan 2025 Rural areas of England, Jan 2025
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68ee680682670806f9d5e074/5_Connectivity_and_Accessibility_15_10_2025.pdf



However ‘remote’ have less access eges’

Figure A-11: Bar chart showing the proportion of all rural premises with gigabit-capable
broadband availability, by proximity to the largest town or city within a 30-minute drive, as
defined within the 2021 rural-urban classification of output areas in England, January 2025
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Decent broadband service?¢
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Figure A-3: Map showing the proportion of all premises in majority rural and intermedi
rural Westminster parik y constite In England, as defined within the 2021 rural-
urban classification, without access to a decent broadband service in January 2025
Infermodiate urban and urban cor are pr In grey. Only majority nural and
intermediate rurad constiuencies where maore than 3% of premises had no decant broadband
access are coloured on the map: the rest are also presented in grey 10 prevent distraction
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Figure A-9: Line chart showing the change in the proportion of all rural premises in
England, as defined within the 2021 rural-urban classification of output areas, with

superfast broadband availability between January 2020 to January 2025, by proximity to the

largest town or city within a 30-minute drive
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Government plans for connectivity e’
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PROJECT
GIGABIT

UK government'’s programme to y
deliver fast, reliable broadband to **

hard-to-reach places across the UK 2
&

Project Gigabit is a £5 billion UK government
programme run by Building Digital UK (BDUK)
to bring gigabit-capable broadband (1
Gbps+) to areas that commercial networks
don’t plan to serve — particularly rural and
hard-to-reach premises that otherwise might
miss out. It's part of the government’s long-
term plan to get near-nationwide gigabit
coverage.

The government is committed to achieving
nationwide gigabit coverage and expects 99%
of premises to have access to a gigabit-
capable connection by 2032.



But difficulties remain with hard to reach

Wildanet Project Gigabit Announcement

February 23, 2026

It was announced on Fabruary 12™ 2026 that Wildanet had informed Buliding Digital UX that It wished to withdraw from fully completing
tha build on ect Sigablt contracea cc @ coath wust an t

Following & review of cur Project Gigabit vontrocts to rofl out gigabit-capable broadband to “hard-to-
central Cormnwall, Wildanat has taken the difficult daecision to scale back tha bulld an thase. Despite extensive efforts to dallver the
pregrammema in full, the cost of dethary In these arsas has increased significantly beyond anticipated and It s unfortunately no langar

ch® premeses in south west and

commercially viable for Wildanet to complets thess works

Wildanet has successtully connected around 13,200 pramisss to date undar thase contracts, from an original target list of about 19,250,
but will no longer deliver 1o the remalning premisas

Wildanet Iz only paid for completed and verified connections and will not receive any funding allccated for the bulid to premises that
have not been completad.

Across Cornwall, Wildanet has deliverad more than 50,000 new connections theough a combination of privats investment and publicly
funded contracts and we ramaln a locally based company committed to delivering reliable and sustainabie gigabit-capable broadband
connactivity across the South West,




Mobile Connectivity
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Figure B-1: Bar chart showing the proportion of landmass with no 4G mobile coverage from
any operator, by 2021 rural-urban classification of Westminster parliamentary
constituencies in England, January 2025 (Note B-2, Note B-3, Note B-4)

The horizontal axis has been scaled from 0% to 10% (instead of 0% to 100%) in order to highlight
small differences. London has been excluded from the chart.
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Figure B-3: Bar chart showing the proportion of landmass with 4G mobile coverage from all
four operators, by 2021 rural-urban classification of Westminster parliamentary
constituencies in England, January 2025 (Note B-2, Note B-3, Note B-4, Note B-6)
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Figure 8-2 Map an the proportion of landnuu in majority rural and Intermediate rural
Wi y constituencies in Eng as dofined within the 2021 rural-
mnclaﬂﬁcauon with no 4G moﬁhcmﬁmmywmmm
Intermediste urban and urban constituencies are presented in grey. Only majority rural and
Intermediate rural constiluencies where more than 1% of landmass had no 4G mobile coverage
are coloured on the map. the rest are also presented in grey to prevent distraction
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68ee680682670806f9d5e074/5_Connectivity_and_Accessibility_15_10_2025.pdf



Government plans for connectivity e
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Transforming Mobile Coverage

Countr

ywide

The Shared Rural Network (SRN) is part of the
UK Mobile Programme and will see the
government and the four mobile network
operators (Vodafone, 02, Three and EE) jointly
invest over £1 billion to increase 4G mobile
coverage throughout the UK to 95% by the end
of programme, underpinned by legally binding
coverage commitments.

Mobile UK has pressed the case for Local
Authority Digital Champions to help coordinate
and prioritise digital connectivity and address
digital exclusion



What challenge does this present? o2’
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+ Rural connectivity is the backbone of modern life, underpinning
access to education, healthcare, employment, and community
engagement.

« Yet, many rural areas still face unreliable internet and patchy
mobile coverage, leaving residents digitally excluded and
businesses at a disadvantage.

 Investing in robust, future-ready connectivity is essential for
unlocking economic potential, improving quality of life, and
ensuring no community is left behind in the digital age.



RSN Asks of Government

Key Asks

1. Fair Funding

Deliver improved rural connectivity through the effective delivery of Project Gigabit; and creating a clear
road map and government funding for connecting very hard to reach premises as soon as possible.

Protect rural residents from digital exclusion by delivering the Shared Rural Network; ensuring 5G
regional innovation funding is focussed on rural areas and use cases.

2. Metrics and Measures

Digital Connectivity related measures and targets should disaggregate data by rural and urban levels to
ensure an accurate representation of coverage disparities.

3. Rural Policy

Ensure high quality coverage and delivery of TV and radio, supporting the viewing requirements of rural
consumers.

Ensure that the Digital Inclusion Action Plan includes specific actions for rural areas to ensure that it can
create a digitally savvy innovative rural workforce and community, by providing accessible training,
appropriately funded.
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