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475 organisations

Special Interest Group of the Local 
Government Association

National Champion for rural 
services ensuring that rural have 

a strong voice 



Delivering for All
Three foundations for 
effective rural policy



What’s happening in rural areas?

Urban areas of England, Jan 2025 Rural areas of England, Jan 2025

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68ee680682670806f9d5e074/5_Connectivity_and_Accessibility_15_10_2025.pdf



However ‘remote’ have less access



Decent broadband service?



Government plans for connectivity

Project Gigabit is a £5 billion UK government 
programme run by Building Digital UK (BDUK) 
to bring gigabit-capable broadband (1 
Gbps+) to areas that commercial networks 
don’t plan to serve — particularly rural and 
hard-to-reach premises that otherwise might 
miss out. It's part of the government’s long-
term plan to get near-nationwide gigabit 
coverage.

The government is committed to achieving 
nationwide gigabit coverage and expects 99% 
of premises to have access to a gigabit-
capable connection by 2032.



But difficulties remain with hard to reach



Mobile Connectivity

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68ee680682670806f9d5e074/5_Connectivity_and_Accessibility_15_10_2025.pdf



The Shared Rural Network (SRN) is part of the 
UK Mobile Programme and will see the 
government and the four mobile network 
operators (Vodafone, O2, Three and EE) jointly 
invest over £1 billion to increase 4G mobile 
coverage throughout the UK to 95% by the end 
of programme, underpinned by legally binding 
coverage commitments.

Government plans for connectivity

Mobile UK has pressed the case for Local 
Authority Digital Champions to help coordinate 
and prioritise digital connectivity and address 
digital exclusion



What challenge does this present?

• Rural connectivity is the backbone of modern life, underpinning 
access to education, healthcare, employment, and community 
engagement. 

• Yet, many rural areas still face unreliable internet and patchy 
mobile coverage, leaving residents digitally excluded and 
businesses at a disadvantage. 

• Investing in robust, future-ready connectivity is essential for 
unlocking economic potential, improving quality of life, and 
ensuring no community is left behind in the digital age.



RSN Asks of Government
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