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RSN Seminar: Rural Education, Training & Apprenticeships 
 
Date: 27th January 2021 
Subject: Rural Education, Training & Apprenticeships 
Chair: Graham Biggs MBE, Chief Executive, Rural Services Network1 
Host: Online Event via Zoom 
 

Learning Outcomes 
 

Nicola Coupe, Diocese of Salisbury 
• Rural Teaching Partnership has been launched between Teach First, 

Chartered College of Teaching and Church of England.  
• The partnership will run in ten pilot regions across England and will see 

trainee teachers, trained by Teach First, start two-year placements with 
Church of England primary schools in September 2021. 

• Aims to overcome issues of recruitment and retention in rural schools and 
give teachers the skills to teach in often smaller classes, and classes which 
contain a mixture of year groups. 

• Part of the recruitment process includes consideration of the challenges 
relating to transport and cost of housing in rural areas. 

 
Click here to see news article on Teacher Training on Rural Teaching Partnership2 

 
Dr Oliver Jenkin, CSW Group3 

• A not-for-profit social enterprise offering information, guidance, and support to 
individuals as they move through different stages if their lives. 

• Contracted by by the Local Authorities of Devon, Cornwall, Plymouth, Torbay 
and Somerset to provide services to encourage, enable or assist young 
people in effectively participating in education or training. 

• Barriers facing young rural people: 
Limited public transport: 
o Impacts young people’s ability to access education, employment, training, 

medical appointments, and social opportunities. This in turn can adversely 
impact mental health. 

o Ability to travel can be limited by geography, finances and ability to rely on 
friends/family for transport (the latter must fit this around work and other 
commitments). 

o Difficulties accessing transport means young people often have to look for 
work in the immediate surroundings, often applying for what is available 
rather than what they are interested in. 

 
1 https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/page/our-team/graham-biggs 
2 https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/church-of-england-to-provide-teacher-training-in-rural-schools-in-new-
partnership-with-teach-first 
3 www.cswgroup.co.uk 
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o Some young people also lack the confidence to access public transport 
and may need support with this. 

• CSW Group helping young people by providing Transitions Contract, Online 
innovations and Focus 5 (Consistent support to targeted groups of young 
people). 

• Useful link – Helping Young People in Rural Areas.4 
 

Claire Whitworth, Hartpury College5  
• Land based colleges provide wide range of courses and levels. 
• Focus on resilience and confidence alongside practical skills development. 
• Engage with industry and businesses to inform curriculum and ensure teaching is 

appropriate to the future skills needed by workforce. 
• Close contacts with businesses to enable work experience and substantial 

industry placements which is vital to enable students to understand the industry. 
• Hartpury focus on collaborative working enabled through Landex group of 

colleges. 
• Future considerations include the Skills for Jobs White Paper, T Level changes in 

2023 and increased focus on Climate Commission. 
• Major issues with capital funding for colleges – insufficient funds to support all 

development needs. 
 

Additional areas discussed in the seminar 

• Transport and access are a big issue for young people in rural areas. 
• Not just about young people (under 18) but those in their 20’s and older that are 

unskilled and have lost their employment through the pandemic.  How can we try 
to support them to retrain and develop appropriate skills? 

• Funding settlement for Further Education is vital. 
• Rurality costs more 
• ‘It’s a specific skill set to deliver teaching and services to rural communities, and 

we need to teach it, or we will lose it.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 
4 https://www.cswfocus5.co.uk/news/helping-young-people-rural-areas 
5 www.hartpury.ac.uk 

http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/
mailto:events@sparse.gov.uk
https://twitter.com/RSNonline
https://www.cswfocus5.co.uk/news/helping-young-people-rural-areas
http://www.hartpury.ac.uk/


Providing a voice for rural communities and service providers 
 

Rural Services Network 
Kilworthy Park, Tavistock, Devon, PL19 0BZ 

Tel: 01822 813693 
www.rsnonline.org.uk   email: events@sparse.gov.uk   twitter: @rsnonline 

Attendance  
Full Name Organisation 
Cllr Chris Allen Burnham and Highbridge Town Council 
Cllr Philip Edward Atkins Staffordshire County Council 
Sarah Bennetts West Sussex County Council 
Graham Biggs MBE (Chair) Rural Services Network 
Laura Black Sparsholt College 
Martin Blincow Rye Town Council 
Kerry Booth Rural Services Network 
Cllr Stephen Bunney West Lindsey District Council 
Nicola Coupe The Diocese of Salisbury 
Lois Dale Shropshire Council 
Cllr Colin Day Uttlesford District Council 
James Elliott South Northamptonshire Council 
Harriet English Plunkett Foundation 
David Fisher Lantra Awards 
Cllr Marion Fitzgerald Allerdale Borough Council 
Katie Fitzsimmons The Diocese of Truro 
Dr Rebekah Gilbert Rye Town Council 
Dr Cathy Gristy Plymouth University 
Simon Grundy Bicton College 
Lizzi Hearn CPRE 
Michael Hewitt Cherwell District Council 
Ian Hobbs Bicton College, The Cornwall College Group 
Paul James Cotswold District Council 
Dr Oliver Jenkin CSW Group 
Liz Johnson-Idan Chard Town Council 
Valerie Johnston Tees Valley Rural Action 
Sarah Jones Shropshire Council 
Simon Kenny Norfolk County Council 
Cllr Phil King Harborough District Council 
Jo Martin Rural Business Network 
Craig Matthews East Hampshire District Council 
Abi McCartney Rugby Borough Council 
Guy McQueen Lewes District & Eastbourne Borough Councils 
Cllr Sandi Merifield Uttlesford District Council 
David Moore Rugby Borough Council 
Pranali Parikh Melton Borough Council 
Steven Porter Landex 
Hilary Porter Nottinghamshire County Council 
Nicola Radford Lincolnshire County Council 
Cllr Mary Robinson Eden District Council 
Michael Sharman CSW Group 
Sonia Simons Wiltshire College and University Centre 
Laura Smith South Norfolk and Broadland District Council 
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Cllr Margaret Squires Mid Devon District Council 
Cllr Angela Standing Arundel Town Council 
Cllr Dr Virginia Taylor Eden District Council 
Rebekah Taylor North Yorkshire County Council 
Bev Trees North Yorkshire County Council  
Nadine Trout Rural Services Network 
Lindsey Wedgewood Askham Bryan College 
Cllr Jackie Westrop Downham Market Town Council 
Claire Whitworth Hartpury College 
  
Apologies  
Full Name Organisation 
Sue Abbott Suffolk New College 
Cllr Owen Bierley West Lindsey District Council 
Paul Burry Brinsbury College 
Christine Butler Malvern Hills District Council 
Leanda Cable Braintree District Council 
Cllr Tim Cheetham Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council 
Roger Clarke Cornwall College - Duchy College 
Jacob Coburn Devon County Council 
Cllr Doreen Collins Diss Town Council 
Chris Cowcher Plunkett Foundation 
Joe Cox Rutland County Council 
Val Cross Shropshire Council 
Abi Culley Warwickshire County Council 
Chloe Fiddy Saffron Walden Town Council 
Clare Free Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 
Tim Gladman Bassetlaw District Council 
Carol Grey Penrith Town Council 
Holly Hackney Brinsbury college 
Nik Harwood Young Somerset 
Cllr Elizabeth Hendry Downham Market Town Council 
Cllr Robert Heseltine North Yorkshire County Council 
Cllr Tony Hirons Lutterworth Town Council 
Claire Holt Durham County Council 
Tony Hunt Arundel Town Council 
Katie Jeffreys Earby Town Council 
Keli Nolan-Lyons Tenterden Town Council 
Cllr Chris Mapey East Suffolk District Councillor 
Sarah McMillian Northumberland County Council 
Sue Owens Wychavon District Council 
Jacob Parry Cornwall AONB 
Alex Payne Landex 
Emily Preston Hampshire County Council 
Cllr Susan Prochak Rother District Council 
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Cllr Louise Richardson Leicestershire County Council 
Kathryn Seal Chichester College Group 
Cllr Alan Seldon Herefordshire Council 
Kay Sentence Thame CLT 
Nadine Slattery Richmondshire District Council 
Roderick Sutherland Wiltshire College 
Rachel Tait Community Catalysts 
Karen Tarburton Harworth and Bircotes Town Council 
Sharon Thomas Corsham Town Council 
Cllr Michael Thompson St Austell Town Council 
Cllr Trevor Thorne Nortumberland County Council 
Sally Thurston Faringdon Town Council 
Ian Tinto Youth Employment UK 
Mo Toft Chichester College Group 
Diane Ward Uckfield Town Council 
Mark Wells Bovey Tracey Town Council 
Cllr Mark Winnington Staffordshire County Council 
Fay Winterburn Warwickshire County Council 
Helen Wright East Riding of Yorkshire Council 
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