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The Rural Dimension

• Some 7% of rural premises (or 274,000 households and 
businesses) in England cannot access a decent fixed 
broadband connection of 10 Mbps

• There remain significant issues with mobile connectivity in 
rural premises.  Some 30% of those in England are premises 
where it is not possible to make an indoor phone call on all 
four of the mobile networks

• Research from 2018 estimated that if rural based businesses 
could resolve their connectivity and other digital constraints, 
that would add a minimum of £12 billion annually in Gross 
Value Added to the UK economy



We want a fairer 
distribution of 

national resources 
to rural areas and 
for more nuanced 
national policies 
that reflect rural 
circumstances.
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Specific Policy Asks on 
Rural Digital Connectivity

• Broadband USO
• Gigabit-capable 

connectivity
• Mobile networks
• Digital Skills and Inclusion



Kerry.booth@sparse.gov.uk

www.rsnonline.org.uk
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