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Revitalising Rural
• Extensive consultation throughout 2020 with

membership
• Response to Governments indication:
• “Over the coming months, the government

will expand on its strategic vision and set out
how, working across departments and working
with stakeholders, it is putting in place a range
of measures to ensure that rural areas
continue to thrive.”
(Government response in 2019 to the House of Lords 
Select Committee on the Rural Economy)



16 Chapters of Revitalising Rural



Revitalising Rural
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Availability of Affordable Housing

Why does it matter?
• Housing is relatively expensive to buy or to rent privately in 

rural areas and can be beyond the means of many.
• The average house purchase price is £44,000 higher in rural 

areas than it is in urban
• The number of social rented homes in predominantly rural 

areas has reduced further with the Right to Buy scheme
• In rural areas only 1 replacement home was built for every 

8 homes sold (with replacements rarely in the same 
settlement)



Availability of affordable housing
Policy Asks:

Affordable housing quotas

Grant Funding

Community led housing

Exception sites



Next Steps…

• Preparing for Launch
• Engaging with Member 

organisations to share 
message of Revitalising 
Rural

• Engaging with the 
decision makers in 
Parliament







Pragmatix Advisory has been commissioned by 
CPRE, English Rural and RSN to evaluate the case 
for building new affordable homes in rural areas.

Building more affordable homes in rural 
communities makes sense economically, 
socially and fiscally.  

It will provide a needed boost to the 
post-covid recovery of some of the 
most seriously impacted local 
economies, support the longer term 
sustainability of fragile rural 
communities and deliver to the 
Treasury substantial savings in public 
sector expenditure.



Employment
opportunities

Keep key  
workers in their  

communities

Grow/sustain  
rural economy

Cut benefits bill  
with more jobs  

and family  
childcare

Reduce housing  
benefit bill for  

privately rented  
homes
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together,  

reducing social  
care costs

Support village  
schools

Appropriate  
housing for life  

stages

Increase
business
viability
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