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We are a membership 
body

with over 500 
organisations all with 

an interest in 
delivering services in 

rural areas.
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We hosted a range of events…
Event Subjects Covered

Seminar 

Rural Net Zero

• Fair transition to low carbon heating for rural communities

• Electric vehicle infrastructure in rural areas

• North Norfolk District Council Climate Emergency Journey

Seminar:

Rural Connectivity

• Tackling Data Poverty

• Digital Voice, getting it right for our customers

• Gigafast Staffordshire – connecting our rural communities

• Protecting broadcast and radio services for rural communities

Seminar:

Rural Fair Funding

• Rural Police Funding

• Local Government Funding and Rural Services Delivery Grant

• Impact of unfair funding on discretionary services

Seminar:

Rural Economy

• The importance of micro businesses to the rural economy

• Rural Poverty Today: the policy challenges

• Levelling up the Rural Economy

https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/25-01-23-rsn-seminar-rural-net-zero
https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/25-01-23-rsn-seminar-rural-net-zero
https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/22-02-23-rsn-seminar-rural-connectivity
https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/22-02-23-rsn-seminar-rural-connectivity
https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/29-03-23-rsn-seminar-rural-fair-funding
https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/29-03-23-rsn-seminar-rural-fair-funding
https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/26-04-23-rsn-seminar-rural-economy
https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/26-04-23-rsn-seminar-rural-economy
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• Almost 500 delegates attended the RSN National Rural 
Conference in 2023.

• 25 speakers including Lord Benyon from DEFRA, Simon 
Fell MP the Rural Connectivity Champion and leading 
experts in their field and local authorities shared their 
expertise and experiences

“The Rural Affordable Housing Session event held this morning was 
absolutely riveting. It was so encouraging to hear success stories but 
also realities presented by hard working, experienced people who can 
identify opportunity where others can see none.”

“I find the RSN to be an invaluable resource of information, data and 
ideas for understanding the complexities of rural life, economy and 
society. As a network, it allows me to learn about work being carried out 
in other regions, which inspire the way I work with the communities and 
businesses in my area. The annual conference is always highly 
informative, well-organised and has a wide range of topics and expert 
speakers.”
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Rural residents pay 

more in council tax

Successive 

Governments have 

underfunded Rural 

Councils

1 2

It costs more to 

deliver services in 

rural areas

3

Facts about Rural Funding







8.5

11.5

15.5

80.5

65

81 81 81

85 85

95

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024

£
 M

ill
io

n

Years

Chart to show progression of Rural Services Delivery Grant

Rt Hon Michael Gove, “In 
recognition of specific cost 
pressures in rural areas the 
Government is increasing 
the Rural Services Delivery 
Grant by £10 million, 
bringing the total value to 
£95 million.
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Discretionary Services



The RSN is representing rural and 
ensuring that the rural voice is heard:

DEFRA Rural Impact Forum
Rural Coalition
National Centre for Rural Health and 
Care
Rural Homelessness Coalition
BT Digital Voice Advisory Group
National Rural Crime Network

Secretariat for All Party Parliamentary 
Group on Rural Services



All Party Parliamentary Group for Rural Services

Derek Thomas MP

Julian Sturdy MP

Rob Butler MPPhillip Dunne MP

Lord Carrington Helen Morgan MP

Rosie Duffield MP

Selaine Saxby MP
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Rural Coalition

Action with Communities in Rural 
England

National Housing Federation

Arthur Rank Centre Plunkett Foundation

CPRE, The Countryside Charity Royal Institute of Chartered 
Surveyors

Country Land and Business 
Association

Royal Town Planning Institute

National Association of Local 
Councils

Rural Services Network

National Centre for Rural Health 
and Care

Town and Country Planning 
Association

National Farmers Union
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• Technical consultation on the Infrastructure Levy
• Registration scheme for short-term lets in England
• Major Conditions Strategy
• Permitted Development Rights
• Proposed amendments to the Boiler Upgrade Scheme 

Regulations
• Levelling-up and Regeneration Bill: reforms to national 

planning policy
• House of Lords Select Committee - Communication 

and Digital Committee Inquiry into Digital Exclusion 
and Cost of Living– call for evidence

• Local Government Finance
• Improving Broadband for Very Hard to Reach 

Premises
• Universal Broadband Obligation (USO)

Ensuring rural have a voice 
in Government 
consultations
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Research
The countryside is battling a ‘hidden 
homelessness’ crisis driven by soaring 
housing costs and a gaping shortfall in 
local authority funding, a new report 
shows.

The study found that isolation also made 
the problem far worse for those 
facing homelessness in rural areas, where 
limited transport options and the absence 
of support placed them at greater risk. 
Those with physical or mental health 
needs were found to be most vulnerable.
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Survey 
run by 

RSN and 
Rural 
Issues 

Group of 
Citizens 
Advice
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