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The Rural Services Network

Membership body of around 
475 organisations

Special Interest Group of the Local 
Government Association

National Champion for rural 
services ensuring that rural have a 

strong voice 



Delivering for All

At the Rural Services Network, we believe that:

 
every person, 
in every place, 

deserves the chance to thrive,

including everyone in our rural communities.

Every Council should have the resources it requires to meet the needs of its 
residents. 



Government Funded Spending 

Power in the most urban 

Councils is 41% MORE per 

head than in the most Rural 

Councils for 26-27

41 More



Rural residents pay more in Council Tax



Government Funded Spending Power

These graphs show data from two different Local Government Formula, the difference in Government Funded 
spending power per head with the old formula on the left, and on the right, the new formula that starts for 
2026/2027.

The gap is widening, meaning that Government is funding less of the  public services itself, in the most rural 
councils.



Increase in Government Funded Spending 
Power

This graph shows the % increase in 

Government Funded Spending 

power from 2024-2025 to 2028-

2029 

1% increase

21% increase



We wrote to the Minister



The Minister wrote back…



Key Points in our response
• Removal of remoteness uplift from the Area Cost Adjustment in all the 

Relative Needs Formulas except social care
• The continuation of Recovery Grant in a ‘Fair and evidence based funding 

system’ which uses out of date IMD 2019 while the rest of the formula uses 
IMD 2025

• Proportion of core spending power that is funded from council tax, with the 
burden for funding the settlement largely placed on council tax payers in 
rural areas

• Previous MHCLG research in 2018 suggested that deprivation was not a 
major cost driver for services included in the foundation formula. What 
evidence is there that this has changed?

• Impact of second homes and how they are considered
• Short consultation period



Action this week
• We have provided you with a draft response to the consultation – this is live 

and we may send an updated version tomorrow morning as feedback is 
received

• We have provided you with individual analysis for your councils to explore 
your position in relation to:
•  Core Spending Power
•  Council Tax
•  Government Funded Spending Power

• We are sending today the individual analysis for your councils to your MPs
• We are sending today a general briefing to all rural MPs
• APPG on Wednesday
• Chair is meeting the Minister



What do you need to do?

1. Let us know if you have any comments on our draft response

2. Respond to the consultation
 Please feel free to use our draft as the basis for your response

3. Contact your MP about the unfairness of the settlement



The National Champion For Rural Services 

BUILD

https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/delivering-for-all
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