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What Matters and Why



National Parks and AONBs
Existing and Proposed



Factors which Contribute to NB

• Landscape Quality
• Scenic Quality
• Relative Wildness
• Relative Tranquillity
• Natural Heritage Features
• Cultural Heritage Features

Natural England Guidance March 2011



Special Qualities
Definition

‘aspects which make an area distinctive/valuable 
particularly at a national scale’

(NE Guidance para 8.13)



Locally Valued Landscapes



Valued Landscapes
• NPPF (revised Feb 2019) Para 170a

‘Planning policies and decisions should contribute to 
and enhance the natural and local environment by:

a) protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, sites of 
biodiversity or geological value and soils (in a manner 
commensurate with their statutory status or identified 
quality in the development plan)’



GLVIA Criteria – Box 5.1
• Landscape Quality
• Scenic Quality
• Rarity and Representativeness
• Conservation Interest
• Recreational Value
• Perceptual Aspects
• Associations



Evidence Base



Character and Guidance



Landscape Value Assessment



Settlement Sensitivity 
Assessment

• Rural settlement patterns
• Landscape setting and landscape limits
• Role and function of landscape



Sensitivity Studies



Neighbourhood Plan



Conserving and Enhancing



Rural Context
• Scale
• Existing pattern of settlement
• Subtlety of character
• Heritage
• Experiential qualities
• Access and rural lanes



Good Design and Fit
• Location and extent
• Composition and juxtaposition
• Mass, colour, materials
• Perceptions
• Secondary effects



Enhancement
• Good design (place making)
• Onsite mitigation (appropriate to character)
• Off site mitigation (working at landscape scale)
• Enabling conservation benefits 
• Access and enjoyment
• Removal of incongruous features



Reviewing Schemes



Common Issues
• Special qualities are unaffected
• Small part of Valued Landscape, character 

area, settlement is changed and does not 
matter

• Existing detracting features increase 
acceptability of scheme

• Tree planting and open space - right place?



Checklist
• Conserves and Enhances

• Reinforces patterns and relationships

• Reflects subtle details

• Minimises Cumulative change
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