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1 Referencing page 3 of Defra’s Government response to House of Lords report on the Rural Economy (2nd July 2019). 
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2 Connected Nations – England report, Ofcom (2020) for all broadband and mobile connectivity statistics. 
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3 Unlocking the digital potential of rural areas across the UK, Rural England and SRUC (2018). 
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4 National Travel Survey 2019 statistics, Department for Transport. 
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5 Travel time statistics 2017 (revised), Department for Transport. 
6 The Future of Bus Funding, Campaign for Better Transport (2019), using Department for Transport statistics. 
7 Analysis of Local Authority Revenue Account Budget data set, RSN (2020). 
8 Buses in Crisis annual reports, Campaign for Better Transport. 
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9 Reversing the Decline of County Buses, County Councils Network and County APPG (2020) 
10 Transport Deserts, CPRE – The Countryside Charity (2020). 
11 State of the Sector - England, Community Transport Association (2014). 
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12 2018 Mid-Year Population Estimates, Office for National Statistics. 
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13 Travel time statistics 2017 (revised), Department for Transport. 
14 Acute care in remote settings: challenges and potential solutions, Nuffield Trust (2016). 
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15 Issues Facing Providers of Social Care at Home to Older Rural Residents, Rural England CIC (2017). 
16 2011 Census, Office for National Statistics. 
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17 Embracing Change: Rural and Small Schools, Church of England (2018). 
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18 The Rural Shop Report 2020, Association of Convenience Stores (2020). 
19 Community Shops: A Better Form of Business, Plunkett Foundation (2019). 
20 Post Office Numbers: Briefing Paper, House of Commons Library (2020). 
21 The Changing Use of Rural Community Buildings, ACRE (2009). 
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22 Economies of Ale: Changes in the UK’s Pubs and Bars Sector 2001 to 2019, ONS (2020). 
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23 Statistical Digest of Rural England, Defra, based on 2018/19 data from Inter-Departmental Business Register. 
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24 Statistical Digest of Rural England, Defra, based on 2018/19 data from Inter-Departmental Business Register. 
25 Statistical Digest of Rural England, Defra, based on data analysis from the Labour Force Survey. 
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26 Statistical Digest of Rural England, Defra, based on data analysis from Annual Survey of Hours & Earnings. 
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27 Assessing the Scale and Effectiveness of ERDF and ESF Funding, Frontier Economics (2019). 
28 Statistical Digest of Rural England, Defra (2020), based on Office for National Statistics data on GVA for 2018. 
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29 Statistical Digest of Rural England, Defra (2020), analysis of ONS Business Demography dataset. 
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30 Business Demography 2017, Office for National Statistics, secondary analysis of high growth businesses data. 
31 For example, a business starting off with 2 employees only needs to take on 1 more employee each year to meet the 20% 
growth criteria.  This methodology follows ONS advice. 
32 UK Innovation Survey 2015, Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy (2016) 
33 Phillipson J et al, What’s holding rural businesses back? CRE at Newcastle University (2017) 
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34 Unlocking the Digital Potential of Rural Areas Across the UK, Rural England CIC (2018). 
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35 STEM subjects are science, technology, engineering and mathematics. 
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36 Mid Year Population Estimates 2018, Office for National Statistics. 
37 Statistical Digest of Rural England, Defra, based on Journey Time Statistics from Department for Transport. 



 
 

Revised Jan 2021 
 

 

o 

o 

 
38 Statistical Digest of Rural England, Defra, based on ONS Annual Population Survey 2019. 
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39 Challenges Facing Rural 16-18 Year Olds in Accessing Appropriate Education and Work Based Training, Rural England CIC 
(2018). 
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40 In law all are ‘Parish Councils’, though some use names such as Town, Community or Neighbourhood Council. 
41 This Power applies to Parish Councils with a CiLCA qualified Clerk and with two-thirds of councillors elected. 

https://do-it.org/


 
 

Revised Jan 2021 
 

 

o 

o 

o 

o 

 
42 All About Local Councils, National Association of Local Councils (2018). 
43 Community Life Survey 2018-19, Department of Digital, Culture, Media & Sport (2019). 
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44 Community Shops: A Better form of Business, Plunkett Foundation (2019). 
45 Community Pubs: A Better form of Business, Plunkett Foundation (2019). 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

Rural areas Urban areas

Proportion of residents who formally volunteer, by frequency 
(2018/19)

Darker shades = at least once a 
month

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Number of community-run shops trading in the UK (2008 to 
2018)



 
 

Revised Jan 2021 
 

 

  

0

20

40

60

80

100

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Number of community-run pubs trading in the UK (2008 to 
2018)



 
 

Revised Jan 2021 
 

 

 

 

  



 
 

Revised Jan 2021 
 

 

o 



 
 

Revised Jan 2021 
 

 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 



 
 

Revised Jan 2021 
 

 

 
46 Statistical Digest of Rural England, Defra, based on data from MHCLG Live Tables on House Building. 
47 Land Use in England 2017, MHCLG (2019). 
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48 National Park Facts and Figures, National Parks UK (website accessed 2020). 
49 The UK’s AONBs – Overview, National Association of AONBs (website accessed 2020). 
50 Notes on neighbourhood planning – edition 23, MHCLG (2019). 
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51 Statistical Digest of Rural England, Defra (2020). 
52 2011 Census built up area statistics, Office for National Statistics (from the NOMIS website). 
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53 As footnote 1 above. 
54 Accessibility Statistics, Department for Transport (2017). 
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55 Annual Report 2014: A Year of Change, Campaign for Community Banking (2015). 
56 Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government press releases, December 2019 and December 2020. 
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57 Designated rural areas are those in National Parks, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty or listed under Section 157 of the 
Housing Act 1985.  These comprise around 30% of all rural parishes. 
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58 Rural Economic Bulletin for England, Defra (2020), based on Office for National Statistics data. 
59 Statistical Digest of Rural England, Defra (2020), based on Office for National Statistics data. 
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60 Analysis of Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government data. 
61 A fair Deal for Rural Communities, Rural Housing Policy Review group (2015). 
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62 Rural Recovery and Revitalisation: the economic and fiscal case for investing in rural affordable housing to drive post-pandemic 
recovery, Pragmatix Advisory (2020). 
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63 2019 Mid-Year Population Estimates, Office for National Statistics. 
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64 Subnational Population Projections for England: 2018-based, Office for National Statistics (2020). 
65 Adult Social Care Activity and Finance: England 2019-20, data tables from NHS Digital (2019). 
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66 Elderly Accommodation Council database, analysis from 2010. 
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67 2011 Census of Population, Office for National Statistics. 
68 National Travel Survey 2017/18, Department for Transport (2018). 
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69 Bus Statistics, based on survey of travel concession authorities, Department for Transport (2019). 
70 Community Life Survey 2018-19, Department of Digital, Culture, Media & Sport (2019). 
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71 Carbon dioxide (CO2) is the most common greenhouse gas emission, but there are others such as methane. 
72 Reducing UK Emissions – 2019 Progress Report to Parliament, Committee on Climate Change (2019). 
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73 Reducing UK Emissions – 2020 Progress Report to Parliament, Committee on Climate Change (2020). 
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74 Secondary analysis of data from Renewable electricity by local authority, BEIS (2019). 
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75 Analysis of home Energy Performance Certificate data from 2017 onwards, BBC Shared Data Unit (2020). 
76 From Statistical Digest of Rural England 2013, Defra and Government Statistical Service (2013). 
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77 From Statistical Digest of Rural England 2020, Defra and Government Statistical Service (2020). 
78 From Zap-Map, website accessed February 2020 (www.zap-map.com). 
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79 Opportunities and challenges for rural communities from net zero carbon legislation, Rural England CIC (forthcoming). 
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80 Land Use in England 2017, Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government (2019). 
81 Statistical Digest of Rural England, Defra (2020), based on Inter Departmental Business Register 2018/19 data. 
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82 Brexit: Future UK Agriculture Policy, House of Commons library briefing paper (2018) – figures are for 2016. 
83 Migrant Workers in Agriculture, House of Commons library briefing paper (2017) - based on Quarterly Labour Force Survey 
data for 2016. 
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