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KEY CHALLENGES AFFECTING UPLANDS IN THE  
NORTH WEST & BEYOND 

Climate 
Change 

Peak Oil 
  Food 

Security 

Increased temperature & Precipitation 
Issue: More storminess & unpredictability 

Peak oil supposedly 2014! 
Issue: over-reliance on fossil fuels 

Global popn to hit 9bn by 2050 
Issue: not enough food in the right places 

Issue: wrong types of food 

Spanish salad crop failure 
Atmospheric pollution 

 & warming 

Intensive farming systems 



Less money to support upland resource management in any context 
Increasing self reliance needed by individuals, businesses and communities 
Various deals could lead to between 60 and 95% of Hill Farmers going out of business 

EFFECTS: 



HOW DO WE RESPOND? 

GENERAL UPLAND ISSUES TO CONSIDER 

1. Perpetuating Perceptions of Marginality 

2. Coping with Multifunctionalism 

3. Complex Land Ownership 

4. Confusing Property rights 

5. Dealing with Silo Management 

6. Centralised Power & control 

7. Inappropriate units of management 

(Taken from: Swanwick, 2002) 

UPLANDS 



CHALLENGE ONE – increased flooding 



SOLUTION : Effective Catchment Management 

DRAWBACKS TO CONSIDER: 

Other livelihoods affected  
 
Getting stakeholder consensus 
 
The changing landscape aesethetic   
  >>>> visitor economy 
 
Loss of Biodiversity - 30 of 48 upland habitats 
are agriculturally derived in UK uplands 
 
Public misunderstanding about the role of trees 

Flood management is a 
combination of small changes,  
not mass tree planting! 



CHALLENGE TWO – Energy Production   

Electricity Heat Transport  

Key issues: 
• UK Government recognise demand will outstrip supply 

in next ten years thus policy is now focused developing 
more renewables 
 

• Focus not in uplands due to too contentious regarding 
landscape aesethetics  
 

• Concern over the Energy Death Spiral 

Utilities Lose 

Revenue 

Customers seek 

other ways to 

obtain electricity 

Customers consume 

electricity more 

efficiently 

Customers 

Assess Energy 

Costs 

Utilities Increase 

Rates 



SOLUTIONS: Renewables production 

Langdale Spa Hotel 

Community Hydro 

Short Rotation  
Coppice 

Geothermal systems 

Community solar 

Anaerobic digestion 



CHALLENGE THREE – rural economy & society 

11. Rural development is under-funded  

 undermining jobs 
1. Physical limitations but high level of 

natural resources 

 

2. Farming & Forestry systems limited 

3. Low wages and low rents derived from 
low gross margins 

 

4. Out-migration of young people, particularly men, 
reduces economically active population 

5. Depopulation leading to decline of social 
service, encouraging more emigration 

6. Immigration of retired people and 

second-home owners brings cash into 
some areas of economy 

7. Incomes push up house prices leading to a 
lack of affordable housing 

8. Overall ageing population, increasing 
the burden on certain services  

9. Visitor spending benefits tourism, 
but not all sectors of the economy 

10. Reduced local government income affects 
public services and creates too few new jobs 

Adapted from: MacEwen and MacEwen 1982; Davidson and Wibberley 

1977. 

 

 

 

 



SOLUTION: apply Sustainable Livelihoods Approach 
A planning tool used to help realise and employ all business assets, not just the traditional ones. 
Operates at the business level so can be costly. 

H = Human Capital  N = Natural Capital  F = Financial Capital  P = Physical Capital  S = Social Capital 

POLICIES, INSTITUTIONS 

AND PROCESSES 

 
STRUCTURES 
Levels of  
government     

              Laws 

Private           Policies 
Sector          Culture 
     Institutions 
 PROCESSES 

VULNERABILITY 
CONTEXT 

•Shocks 
•Trends 
•Seasonality 

 

Influence & 

Access 
Livelihood 

Strategies 

 

LIVELIHOOD 
OUTCOMES 

More income 

Increased well being 

Reduced vulnerability 

Improved food security 

More sustainable use of 

natural resource base 
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N S 

P 



KEY MESSAGES  

CHALLENGES 
 

Climate Change 
Peak Oil 

Food Security 
 

Flood Management 
Energy Production 

Rural Economy & Society 
 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 
 

Catchment Management 
Renewables production 
Sustainable Livelihoods 

 

PLACE-BASED 
SUSTAINABLE UPLANDS 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for listening 


