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RSN Annual National Rural Conference
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https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/tag/rural-lens
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The Rural Services 
Network is fighting 
for a fair deal for 
rural communities, 
in all public sector 
funding



We want a fairer 
distribution of 

national resources 
to rural areas and 
for more nuanced 
national policies 
that reflect rural 
circumstances.



RSN Campaign 
currently being 
developed
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Three Foundations for Unlocking Rural Prosperity







Urban authorities in 
2023/2024 budgeted to 

spend almost double that 
of rural authorities on 
discretionary services
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Rural Affordable Housing

Wages earned in rural 
areas are lower than 
in urban areas, and 
the cost of living in 
rural areas is higher.

Annual price paid for terrace 
or semi-detached house in 
rural areas is higher in rural 
areas compared to urban 
(outside of London)
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Challenges for the Workforce Challenges for the employers / 
businesses

Lack of affordable housing options Lack of broadband / mobile signal for 
businesses to increase 
productivity/markets

Lack of Public Transport to access 
skills/training/education/employment

Suitably qualified workforce

Lack of Broadband / mobile 
connectivity to access 

skills/training/education

Lack of Infrastructure

Seasonal nature of tourist industry Less ability to work within economies 
of scale

Challenges for the rural economy



England average

(excl London)

Majority rural local authorities 

with majority residing further 

from major town

Majority rural local 

authorities 

100
%

92
%

84
%

Productivity Levels measured by GVA
DEFRA Rural Digest 2025
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RURAL ECONOMY: A SLEEPING GIANT 
WORTH £19 BILLION

The report shows that with the right 
policy framework, the rural economy 
could increase productivity 
significantly, leading to an additional 
£9 billion to £19 billion per year in tax 
revenues. 

This growth would not only support 
rural communities but also have far-
reaching benefits for the national 
economy, helping to fund essential 
public services and drive broader 
economic initiatives.

https://rsnonline.org.uk/images/publications/reigniting-rural-futures-summary-report.pdf


The Rural Reality 

Rural Transport
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Access to Rural Health and Care Services
Rural areas have an ageing 
population which places 
additional demands on services

Isolation and lack of public 
transport - leading to mental 
health concerns; distance from 
services; the nature and quality of 
the housing stock. 

Urban areas receive 16% MORE in 
social care grant than rural areas



The Rural Reality 

Rural Net Zero



The Rural Services 
Network is fighting for a 
fair deal for rural 
communities, in all public 
sector funding

54%

Source: Ofcom Connected Nations December 2024

Source: Ofcom Connected Nations December 2024

Source: Ofcom Connected Nations December 2024

10%
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Residential Superfast Coverage
Total Urban Rural

England 98% 99% 90%

“The coverage of gigabit-capable broadband networks – which includes hybrid fibre coaxial (HFC) cable in 
addition to full fibre – has grown to reach 83% or 25 million residential premises in the UK by July 2024. This 
suggests the Government’s target of 85% coverage by 2025 is likely to be reached. “ Connected Nations 2024

Total Urban Rural
England 84% 88% 54%

Residential Gigabit Capable Coverage
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Rural Planning

Key to ensuring we get the 
right homes in the right 
places with the right access 
to infrastructure



Campaigning for a fair deal for rural communities

What is the answer?
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