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Membership body of around
500 organisations

Ru ral Special Interest Group of
-~ the Local Government
Services Association
Network

National Champion for rural
services ensuring that rural have
a strong voice
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We are the national champion for rural
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We provide a network We represent a range We provide a voice for

for rural areas to come of organisations in rural areas in
together and share rural areas across Parliament
best practice England



Consultation
Support

RSN

Representation

Membership

National
Best Practice campaigning
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Rural Net Zero Rural Connectivity

29 January A y® 26 February
11:00 - 13:00 i’&' S 11.00-13: oo

Rural Communities Rural Economy

26 March @ 30 April ﬁ
11:00 - 13; oo r g

https://rsnonline.org.uk/images Rural Transport Rural Housing

/meetings/online- 04 June 09 July e

11:00 - 13:00 "‘N § 11:00 - 13: OO

BOOK NOW BOOK NOW

Rural Planning Rural Health & Care

05 November ,, 26 November ]
11:00 - 13:00 11:00 - 13:00 b @
‘
Seminars are FREE for RSN Members.
www.rsnonline.org.uk

seminars/2025/programme.pdf $
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https://rsnonline.org.uk/images/meetings/online-seminars/2025/programme.pdf
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Exclusively brought to you by the Rural Services Network
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The Rural Bulletin

What's new at RSN HQ this week!

Call the landiine provider
now for support

Dear Kerry

’ i Be Inspired by Plunkett UK’s Impact Keeping Telecare Alarms Workin:
Welcome 10 this week’s Rural Bulletin, Report 2025 During the Digital Switchover
Last week, | was in London attending the Rural Taskforce key part of Ge Mis-
sion Delivery—where discussions focused on how to ensure rural priorities are firmly embedded in Did you know community businesses have, on The UK's landline infrastructure is trai
national policymaking. average, a five-year survival rate of 99%. from analogue to digital, which may imy
radically higher than the 39% survival rate of Telecare alarms used by older and vuinerable
private small and medium enterprises over the residents. Action is needed now 1o ensure

This week’s bulletin brings together a wealth of rural insights and stories. We share Plunkett UK's
Impact Report 2025, i the power of communit ed inrural
areas. We also spotlight the latest measures from the Government to support SME housebuilders,
the challenges uncovered around hidden homelessness in rural communities, and the crucial need

to protect Telecare alarm users during the ongoing digital landline switchover
i we cover highlights from the National and International Perspectives of Dementia con- Uncovering Hidden Read More

farence and feature the inspiring work of Citizens Advice South Harms, which recently received national Homelessness in Rural Areas
recognition for its campaign tackliing hidden homelessness.

same pefiod. continuous Telecare support.

i ¥ | 430k f Citizens Advice South Hams has been
A reminder that our next RSN Member Exclusive Seminar takes place tomorrow! Join us as we focus recognised with the Most Impactful

on Rural Transport—a vital topic for communities across the country. If you haven't yet booked, we Campaian Award for its Hidden
©NCOUrAGE YOU O S6CUIE YOUF SROT Today. Homelessness campaian

RURAL ECONOMY SPOTLIGHT - JUNE 2025 SPOTUGHT ON RURAL HOUSING - APRIL 2025

SPOTLIGHT ON: SPOTLIGHT ON:
THE RURAL ECONOMY mlj‘ RURAL HOUSING

P st uparts UK prccbocars of pronecn foos sed ink

¥ THE RURAL FUNDING DIGEST —

Read the June 2025 edition of the Rural Funding Digest here.

RURAL . . . ..
@ SERVICES Campaigning for a fair deal for rural communities
@ ¢ NETWORK




Respond to Government Consultations
Consultation

Support .
We make our members voices heard, examples:

» Reforms to the Right to Buy

e Transport Select Committee, Buses Connecting
Communities,
Local Government Provisional Settlement,
Comprehensive Spending Review, Local Government
Finance Principles and Objectives
Review of the Fuel Poverty Strategy

Improving the Energy Performance of Privately Rented
Homes

Business Rate Reset
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Government Policy Reviews

Our Rural C%ens Series provide a useful overview on government policy

URAL LENS REV

Levelling-up and
Regeneration
Bill

LX)
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https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/tag/rural-lens
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MEMBERS NOTICE BOARD

70 years .
PATIENT PARTNERSHIP WEEK 2025

PATIENT
Northumberland m\;LNZiD?SHw ' The Patients Association is excited to announce the launch of Patient Partnership Week

B t p t - L = 2025 This week-long programme of free online events will explore how genuine
es ra C I Ce partnership with patients can create a fairer, more responsive and more effective heaith
and care...
VOICE
£Ar riira
Or rure

communities

since 1951 LIQUID GAS UK RESPONDS TO ESNZ
COMMITTEE REPORT ON RETROFITTING
tqudcas ik  HOMES FOR NET ZERO

George Webb, CEO of Liquid Gas UK, the trade association for the LPG and renewable
liquid gases industry, has responded to the Energy Security and Net Zero {ESNZ)
Committee’s * Retrofitting Homes for Net Zero ' report. The.

Making Net Zero a Distriet

Priority o - RURAL COMMUNITY PROJECT FUND OPENS
e FOR 2025/26
A project call for rural areas of West Norfolk is opening again, inviting expressions of

interest for grants to support projects that create new and improved community
infrastructure, providing essential commmunity services and assets for local people in..

SAFEGUARDING TERRESTRIAL TV: AN
UPDATE FROM THE BROADCAST 2040+
3.7 CAMPAIGN
WORKING WITH RURAL COMMUNITIES Trc Iatest Broadcast 2040+ newsletter highlights significant progress in the ongoing
PRCWOTING ORM SIFTPIACTI®Y _ campaign to protect the future of free-to-air terrestrial TV and radio services - essential
sources of trusted news, information, and entertainment for rural communities across the

Introductionto - UK. Following.

https://www.rsn HERO S S5 - s

itt

online.org.uk/tag 4
R v gﬁ;kOVVAL- PEAK DISTRICT ACCESSIBILITY CHAMPION

/members- - A N . RECEIVES ACCOLADE IN MEMORY OF
X ° . NATIONAL PARKS COLLEAGUE
n Ot i C e - b 0 a rd < ‘ . < X 3 4 3 . 'WORKING WITH RURAL “llllm A Peak District National Park Authority officer has received an award for dedication to

PROMOTING RI L BLST . 0 : " " v X
NESO ke BB b it improving people's accessible enjoyment of the region in the inaugural presentation of a
<~

new accolade for excellence in England’s National Parks. Sue Smith,
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https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/tag/members-notice-board

Influenced Further Afield

Representation

With government departments, House of Lords and National service providers
DEFRA Rural Impact Forum
Part of Digital Voice Advisory Group for BT on telephone switchover
Broadcast 2040 campaign, the future of analogue TV
DEFRA Rural England Prosperity Fund meeting
Rural Coalition As well providing the
Part of Rural Homelessness Coalition secretariat for the
Part of National Alliance for Cultural Services All Party
Board of National Rural Crime Network Parliamentary Group
National Centre for Rural Health and Care Board for Rural Services
Future of TV Stakeholders Forum

e
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RURAL

National .' PLANNING
campaigning

& 1 Delivering
. for All

Unlocking Rural Prosperity
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The Rural Services
o Network is fighting
! for a fair deal for
rural communities,
in all public sector
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We want a fairer
distribution of
national resources
to rural areas and
for more nuanced

national policies
that reflect rural
circumstances.
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RSN Campaign
currently being o 7 Delivering
developed =  for All
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Three Foundations for Unlocking Rural Prosperity

Use right measures and
metrics to understand Rural specific plan
rural challenges

Fairly Fund
Rural Public Services
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Milestones for Mission-Led
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Government Funded
Spending Power in urban
Councils is 40% MORE
per head than in
predominantly Rural
Councils for 25-26
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7 :
Rural Residents

pay 20% more
in Council tax

per head
compared to
Urban Residents
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2023/2024 budgetedto A4 7
spend almost double that e
Ly

of rural authorities on
discretionary services
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Houses in rural areas are less affordable to
purchase for those in the bottom 25% of earners
compared to urban areas.

Source: Statistical Digest of Rural England, November 2023

Figure B-1: Workplace based median gross annual earnings (current prices), 2009 to 2022

(Note B-5)

Thousands

Rural Affordable Housing

Holiday homes are ‘hollowing out’
coastal areas, says MP

Labour MP Luke Pollard says Covid-19 has ‘turbo-charged’ housing
crisis in rural and coastal towns

Annual price paid for terrace
or semi-detached house in
rural areas is higher in rural
areas compared to urban
(outside of London)

Wages earned in rural

£35
London
£30

£20

£15

2009 2010 20m 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

(e) = excluding London
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areas are lower than
INn urban areas, and

R TR |\ (st OF living in
e

rural areas is higher.

Proportionally more homeless
Rural households in 2022/23

than in 2018/19

LT pe—— el T L
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Challenges for the rural economy

Challenges for the Workforce Challenges for the employers /
businesses

Lack of affordable housing options Lack of broadband / mobile signal for
businesses to increase
productivity/markets

Lack of Public Transport to access Suitably qualified workforce
skills/training/education/employment

Lack of Broadband / mobile Lack of Infrastructure
connectivity to access
skills/training/education

Seasonal nature of tourist industry  Less ability to work within economies
of scale

e
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DEFRA Rural Digest 2025

Productivity Levels measured by GVA

100
80
60
40

20

(0
England average Majority rural local Majority rural local authorities
thoriti with majority residing further
(excl London) authorities from major town



RURAL ECONOMY: ASLEEPING GIANT
WORTH £19 BILLION

The report shows that with the right
policy framework, the rural economy
could increase productivity

significantly, leading to an additional
£9 billion to £19 billion per year in tax

revenues.
Reigniting rural futures
Rural communites’ capaciy o boost econormic This growth would not only support
Areport for The Rural Coalfion rural communities but also have far-
SUMMARY REPORT reaching benefits for the national
ora mati’ e\ economy, helping to fund essential
9 advisory e public services and drive broader

economic initiatives.
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https://rsnonline.org.uk/images/publications/reigniting-rural-futures-summary-report.pdf

Research suggests that about
1in 4 bus routes have ceased in
county and rural areas over the

Q eleven years from 2010/11 to

2021/22.

Source: https;//www.countycouncilsnetwork.org.uk

Over the decade from 2013 to 2023,
bus vehicle mileage in predominantly
rural areas declined.

Local authority-subsidised services

%19

Commercial services

2 47

Source: DfT Public Service Vehicle Survey - Bus Statistics , Annual bus statistics, year ending: March 2023 data tables

sexic=  The Rural Reality

Rural Transport

Urban councils budget to spend
3.4 times more than rural on
public transport.

Source: RSN analysis of Revenue Account Budget, Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities 2024/25

Urban areas (excluding London) have double
the number of taxis and private hire vehicles
as a proportion of population than rural areas.

ol folaly (ol iy ol flnls iy iy ol el iy iy

Rural - 2.6 per thousand people

iy ol iy ol iy ol iy ol iy ol

Urban - 5.5 per thousand people

Source: RSN analysis of Taxi and PHV Licensing Authorities, DfT July 2024




Access to Rural Health and Care Services

Rural areas have an ageing

Figure B-1: Percentage of population within age bands of 5-year intervals from 0 to 90+, by

Rural-Urban Classification in England based on LSOA level data, 2020 po pu |atio N Wh iC h p | aces
The legend is presented in the same order and orientation as the stacks in the bars additional demands on Services
Age inyears = Rural = Urban
ap + - 5 o
_- Isolation and lack of public
I i
B0 t084 S transport - leading to mental
701074 - I health concerns; distance from
coos | services; the nature and quality of
Y the housing stock.
501054 [
I
401044 I
T
0103 D |
Y : .

201024 ] Urban areas receive 16% MORE in

I :
to10 1 O — social care grant than rural areas

Y

Otod , o IEE—— ,
8% 6% 4% 2% 0% 2% 4% 6% 8%
Percentage of population
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Rural Net Zero

A In January 2025, the number of public charging devices
The rural fuel poverty gap is nearly double the aal — ¢ available per 10,000 households with access to a car/van

national average.

Predominantly Predominantly
Urban Rural

Y
42 chargers per 25 chargers per

10,000 households 10,000 households

Almost 70% more public charging

Urban In 2023 there were 10 times devices available in urban areas
Source: Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, Fuel Poverty Supplementary Tables 2023 . . AR O e
fewer electric buses/coaches in
rural areas per head of
population than in urban areas.

Rural households emissions are higher than
urban households. Source: RSN analysis of Western Power Distriubtion, 2023

4 of rural homes are
g 25% hot connected to the
0/0 1 9 B gas network

Source: Rural Net Zero, The role of Rural Local Authorities in reaching Net Zero Researched and produced by Quantum Strategy
& Technology Ltd for UKI0O's Countryside Climate Network 2021/22

Rural Net Zero

ST OTRYICES, The Rural Reality
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There remains 3% of indoor premises in
rural areas that have no coverage from any
operator of 4G services.

Source: Ofcom Connected Nations December 2024

10% of rural premises in England still cannot
access a superfast broadband connection.

Source: Ofcom Connected Nations December 2024

RURAL
SERVICES
NETWORK

Only 54% of rural premises (commercial
and residential) have Gigabit capability.

Source: Ofcom Connected Nations December 2024

A greater proportion of the working population
work from home in rural areas of England than in
urban. And for many, digital connectivity will be

an essential element of their work.

Urban

Source: Statistical Digest of Rural England, Connectivity and Accessibility, 2021 & June 2024 analysis of ONS, Labour Force Survey

Campaigning for a fair deal for rural communities




Residential Superfast Coverage

Total Urban Rural

England

Residential Gigabit Capable Coverage

“The coverage of gigabit-capable broadband networks — which includes hybrid fibre coaxial (HFC) cable in
addition to full fibre — has grown to reach 83% or 25 million residential premises in the UK by July 2024. This
suggests the Government’s target of 85% coverage by 2025 is likely to be reached. “ Connected Nations 2024

Total Urban Rural
England 84%

€
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Rural Planning

Key to ensuring we get the
right homes in the right
places with the right access
to infrastructure

®
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What is the answer??

Use right measures and
metrics to understand Rural specific plan
rural challenges

Fairly Fund
Rural Public Services

Milestones for Mission-Led
Government

This pkan sets out the ambitious - but achievabile - miestones we aim
reach by the end of this Pariament

e
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