
Statistical Digest of Rural England
National Rural Conference 2024

Stephen Hall 

Sarah Harriss 

Beth Kerwin



What we shall cover:

• Part 1 – Overview of the Statistical Digest publication

• Part 2 – Example statistics

• Part 3 – Supplementary data tables
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Who we are:

We are the Statistics arm of the Rural policy team.
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About the Digest:

A collection of statistics on a range of social and economic topics providing 

broad comparisons between Rural and Urban areas.

We have:

- PDF reports; provide key headlines and additional analysis (including charts, maps, 

and tables)

- Supplementary data tables; often in more detail than what is given in the PDF 

report

- We are also working to develop web versions (HTML) of the publication to improve 

accessibility. 
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How we prioritise:

The Digest covers a wide variety of topics. Our decisions for analysing data 

are usually informed by:

• Ministerial interest and priorities

• Policy interest and priorities

• Stakeholder interest and priorities
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Example statistics from the Digest
Beth Kerwin
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Example: Connectivity and Accessibility
Access to Services
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Rural areas tend to have poorer access to services than Urban areas, 

particularly when travelling by public transport*. 

*Analysis also includes travel by car.



Access to Services
Overall measure of accessibility
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Includes minimum travel times to: 

• centres of employment

• primary school 

• secondary school 

• further education 

• General Practice

• hospital 

• food store 

• town centre 

• post office
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Access to Services
LSOA Map of accessibility
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When travelling by Public 

Transport/Walking, most Urban 

areas are considered to have great 

“   ess b     ”, where s mos    r   

areas are considered to have poor 

“   ess b     ”. 

Rural Urban
Poorest access to services

Greatest access to services



Access to Services
Average minimum travel times to the nearest key service
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We also present the travel times 

for selected key services 

individually.

This helps to see what might be 

driving poorer accessibility in a 

certain area.

The Digest includes analysis for 

detailed classifications, e.g. 

Rural Villages.



Access to Services
Choice of local key services
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Within 30 minutes travel time by 

Public Transport/Walking, there 

is often less choice in key 

services for people in Rural 

areas, if any service exists at all.

For further education, this might 

mean less availability of 

particular courses locally.
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Example: Health and Wellbeing
NHS Dentistry provision
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On average, populations relative to NHS dentist numbers are higher in 

Rural areas than in Urban areas.

The proportion of people recently visiting a dentist is lower in Rural 

areas than in Urban areas. 



NHS Dentistry provision
Population-to-Dentist ratio, and frequency
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There were more people per dentist in 

Rural areas than in Urban areas.

Fewer adults in Rural areas saw a dentist in the 

last 2 years compared to those in Urban areas.
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More example statistics 
Stephen Hall

Sarah Harriss



Example: Communities and Households
Deprivation
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We are working with the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 

Government on reviewing and updating the Indices of Deprivation.



Deprivation
Rescaling the IMD for Rural areas only
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Deprivation
Rescaling the IMD for Rural areas only
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Deprivation
Rescaling the IMD for Rural areas only
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Most deprived

Least deprived

Rescaling the Index of Multiple 

Deprivation allows us to look at relative 

levels of deprivation in rural areas.
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Other maps

Lower GCSE attainment

Higher GCSE attainment

Proportion (%) of pupils achieving 

grades 4 or above in English and 

mathematics GCSEs in Rural areas
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Other maps

Proportion (%) of properties not on 

the gas grid in Rural areas

More off-grid properties

Fewer off-grid properties



Supplementary data tables
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The data tables provide additional statistics for 

each section of the Digest using the Rural-

Urban Classification categories.

We are currently working on separating out the 

Local Authority tables from each topic into one 

standalone document.
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Any questions?

© Crown Copyright and database rights 2024

Ordnance Survey Licence No. 100022861

rural.statistics@defra.gov.uk

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistical-digest-of-rural-england
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