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The transition to net zero presents rural areas with both distinctive challenges and significant
opportunities. Many rural homes are off the gas grid, reliant on oil, solid fuel, or expensive
electric heating — and often housed in older, harder-to-insulate buildings. Electric vehicle
charging infrastructure is sparse, while car dependency remains high due to limited pubilic
transport. Yet rural areas also possess natural advantages: space for renewable energy
generation, potential for commmunity-scale heating schemes, and agricultural land that could
contribute to carbon sequestration through changed practices.

The question is whether policy and investment will enable rural communities to participate in

the net zero transition, or whether they will be left behind, facing the costs of decarbonisation
without sharing in its benefits.

Key Survey Findings

The survey explored respondents' home heating arrangements, views on renewable
energy, and access to electric vehicle charging.
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Participants showed strong support for environmental action, but highlighted significant
practical barriers to achieving net zero in rural areas.

Older housing stock was a major challenge, with many properties unsuitable for insulation or
renewable technologies, and additional constraints created by planning requirements. Even
where improvements were possible, high upfront costs limited uptake, particularly for those
without access to financial resources.

Infrastructure barriers were also evident. Limited access to charging points made electric
vehicle adoption difficult, while grid capacity restricted both individual and community-scale
renewable energy solutions.

Despite these challenges, there was clear enthusiasm for local and community-led energy
initiatives, alongside a strong view that rural communities should directly benefit from
nearby developments. Examples of progress were noted, including community projects and
engagement with sustainable farming practices. However, participants highlighted
inequalities in who can afford to invest in green technologies.

More broadly, rural areas were seen as overlooked in national net zero policy, with issues such
as unreliable power supply and inefficient delivery systems adding to the challenge.

Overall, participants emphasised the need for more practical, locally tailored approaches that
reflect the realities of rural life.
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Rural residents want to do their bit for Net Zero, but the
upfront costs, outdated homes, poor infrastructure, and

rural inequalities make it far from straightforward.
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KEY ISSUES IDENTIFIED .

What rural residents told us about rural net zero
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‘i Rural residents want a fair, realistic and locally led transition to net zero ~ one that reduces emissions, il
lowers bills, protects the environment and ensures rural communities share in the benefits.
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