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The Rural Services Network

Membership body of around 
450 organisations

Special Interest Group of the Local 
Government Association

National Champion for rural 
services ensuring that rural have 

a strong voice 



Delivering for All
Three foundations for 
effective rural policy



Rural Economy Facts 

Wages earned in the rural economy 
are lower than in urban areas

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/698db176492ea446ea7f42f8/7_Rural_Economic_Bulletin_11_02_2026_v2.pdf

In 2023, rural areas contributed £259 
billion to England’s Gross Value 
Added (GVA), representing 12.2% of 
the total GVA for England.

Productivity in rural areas is lower 
than the national average.



Rural Realities

Research report published this week by the 
Rural Services Network
Gathers together the real life experiences of 
rural residents across England
Research was a mix of online survey and 
focus groups on key policy areas

Key findings show that rural residents feel 
forgotten in national policy development 
and strategy



Rural Economy – lived experience



Rural Economy – key issues



Cross cutting issues prevent economic growth

For example…
Businesses cannot recruit skilled workforce, if that workforce 
cannot afford to live locally, and there are no transport options 
available for them to access skills, training or employment.

There was a clear and consistent call for more coordinated, 
long-term planning and a more joined-up approach to 
supporting rural economies, with policies that better reflect the 
specific challenges and opportunities facing rural areas. 



What is the answer?
www.rsnonline.org.uk/delivering-for-all
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